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Let’s welcome a 2013 full of struggles!

Dear comrades,

You have before you the new number of the magazine Euskal Herritik Mundura (From the Basque Country to the World),
where we give you information about the struggles we have carried out in the Basque Country in the latest months.

In the first articles we explain the development of the 8th Congress of LAB, where the leadership, with Secretary General
Ainhoa Etxaide at the lead, was reelected with 88% of the votes. Also, we explain the details of the General Strike of
September 26th, 2012, in the Basque Country, convoked by LAB and other Basque trade unions and social movements with
great success. 

We make an analysis of the Basque elections this past October 21st of 2012 and we send you first-hand information about
the mass demonstration which will fill the streets of Bilbao this January 12th, which LAB also supports, in defence of the
rights of Basque political prisoners and refugees. 

Taking advantage of the magazine, we also would like to denounce that in this past month of December the Spanish state
prohibited the entrance, in the Barajas airport, of 3 trade union members of the Venezuelan centre UNETE, who were
coming to visit the Basque Country at the invitation of the Komite Internazionalistak (KI). After retaining them for over
12 hours at the Madrid Airport and insistently questioning them about the relations between UNETE and LAB, they put
them on another plane and sent them back to their country. 

From LAB we wish to denounce this situation which has as its objective to obstruct trade union relations and to crimina-
lize our centre. For that, the internationalist organization KI, the organization in defence of civil and political rights ELEAK
and LAB denounced publicly in December what happened, and also in front of the Venezuelan Consulate in Bilbao.

We encourage you to read this digital magazine and to spread it around, to resend it, as well as to collaborate in it in
coming numbers . The only condition is that you inform us of the political and trade union struggles that are taking place
throughout the world, from a revolutionary and leftist perspective.

Regards,

In the Basque Country, January 2013.
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1 You can send you collaborations, doubts or petitions to this email address: nazioartea@labsindikatua.org
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Urtzi Ostolozaga. (Member of the National Committee of LAB)

They are imposing a brutal capitalist model on us, a
reform of the structure of the Spanish state; they are
applying a structural reform on us that will change our
future from top to bottom. It is not about interim measu-
res, nor cutbacks of a specific economic base, the rights
that they are taking away from us now; we will never be
able to get back, unless we confront this situation. 

The government of the Spanish state has opted to put
itself at the orders of the speculators, condemning the
working class and popular sectors to poverty. The measu-
res that they are applying are always the demands of
capital.

The trade unions of ours who make up the Basque trade
union majority convoked another general strike this past
September 26th, 2012, together with hundreds of social
agents to demand that the reforms not be applied in our
Country, in the Basque sphere. 

In the industrial sector 56.03% of the companies shut
down in the whole of the Basque Country and more than
70% of the public sector. In education the stoppage was
total. Commerce closed in the majority. 

At midday there were demonstrations in Bilbao, Donostia
– San Sebastian, Vitoria – Gasteiz, and Iruñea – Pamplona,
which brought together a total of 100,000 people. 

In the afternoon there were demonstrations in more than
60 localities of the Basque Country, which mobilized
thousands of people.  

Around 20 people were arrested by the police who acted
disproportionate and savage manner. 

The strike served, so that it would be made clear that we
won’t allow this path, and that we have to make our voice
heard, given that no one has the legitimacy to condemn
us to poverty, and even less so with decisions imposed by
Madrid or from the European Union. In the Basque
Country, there exists enough wealth that if it is redistri-
buted as it should be, to be able to guarantee that ever-
yone has the possibility to live in a dignified manner. The
only way out of this crisis is to change the policies, over-
coming the capitalist model, to create a new economic
and social model, based on socialism. 

We went out for the fifth time in three years and twice in
2012 for a general strike to demand social justice before
being condemned to the misery they wish to impose on
us. The last reform goes beyond all the red lines, it newly
punishes the unemployed and those who are retired, it
takes away the right to health care of immigrants, it turns
its back on dependent persons, to women, to young peo-
ple it robs them of the right to a decent future. 

We went to the General Strike because if it is not us who
strike, capital won’t renounce taking as much advantage
of this situation as they can: economic power dictates,
the political elite legislates and the governments subju-
gate socity. 

We have to demand that the governments don’t give one
Euro more to the banks, given that public resources have
to be used to make public policies to serve society. We
have to say to management that we will not tolerate that
they rob the rights of the working class, and that they
return all that they have stolen. 

In the year 2009, we chose the most difficult path, we
convoked the first general strike and began on the path of
struggle to create a new model, demanding that the deci-
sions in labour matters and social security are made in
the Basque Country, and based on totally different poli-
ces, that revolve around social justice. 

This is the most difficult path, but it is also the only one
that guarantees us a future. Because there is an alterna-
tive, we can redistribute work and wealth, public powers
can be developed, we can invest in a social and economic
model, and we can stop speculating. 

GENERAL STRIKE 
of september 26th in the basque country
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Jon Etxebarria  (Member of the International Department of
Basque trade Union LAB)

LAB celebrated its VIII National Congress on June 21st and
22nd in the town of Barañain in Navarre, on the outskirts of
Pamplona, the historical Basque capital, under the slogan
“Now is the time, Let’s build a Basque Country of the workers.”  

It was a very participative congress in which 500 repre-
sentatives of the centre took part in the intense and
rewarding debates for the lines of action and organiza-
tion for the next five years with the presence of a consi-
derable international delegation. 

In the first place, a positive assessment was made of the
work done in the last 4 years. Secretary General Ainhoa
Etxaide reviewed the struggles that the trade union has
developed in the past years and called attention to some
similar points for the coming course based on confronta-
tion and struggle, given that the are the weapons that
the working class has and they are valid weapons to
defend employment and public services. Etxaide predic-
ted that hard times are coming to workers who have alre-
ady been severely punished with unemployment and the
destruction of employment that increases incessantly,
that especially affects women, but she as well as all of
those present expressed optimism in advancing in the
class struggle. Also, the Secretary General contributed
data showing the growth that the trade union is having
in affiliation as well as improving their results in elections
in businesses and public functions. 

In this way, the work model as well as the trajectory were
approved by the delegates in an almost unanimous man-
ner (6 abstentions and 450 votes in favour). Regarding
the presentations, the political-trade union proposal and
of organization were approved by a majority, just as the
new executive (very young and with few changes), with
Ainhoa Etxaide at the head, who received the support of
88% of those at the congress.

They also reaffirmed the position of the centre and that it
increased in unity and determination. They consolidated

VIII NATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE BASQUE
TRADE UNION CENTRE LAB
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a clear line of class struggle and the implementation of
real alternatives to get out of this systematic crisis as a
people and as the working class, without interferences
from the Spanish and French states in the construction of
a new political and social model. In this way, they will rein-
force the work in the regions and the work for the unity of
action among Basque trade unions to confront the
Neoliberal reforms and to build a Basque Framework of
Labour Relations and Social Security on the path towards
economic and political sovereignty. Also, the centre reaf-
firms their strategic objective of a socialist Basque state
day by day without waiting for tomorrow and their com-
mitment to support the working classes of other peoples’
in struggle. 

On the other hand, the ambition of LAB goes beyond
influencing in the economic scene and, as the socio-poli-
tical trade union centre that it is, they defended themsel-
ves as an actor in the new political cycle and they com-
mitted to continue working and struggling for a just and
lasting resolution of the Basque political conflict by being
an active agent in the new process open in the Basque
Country.

Finally, the leadership of the Secretary General Ainhoa
Etxaide and the Executive were approved positioning LAB
looking towards the future from the credibility of their
trajectory.

The major absences

One of the most emotional moments of the event was
the reading of a letter from the former Secretary General
of the trade union, Rafa Diez, written from the prison in
which, on the one hand, he defended the work done with
the former spokesperson of the pro-independence left,
Arnaldo Otegi and other militants imprisoned and tried
together with them, because it has served to open up a
new time in the Basque Country. On the other hand they
accused the insatiable financial oligarchy of the current
systemic crisis and described the markets as the new fas-
cism of the 21st Century. 

At the same time, the Collective of Basque Political
Prisoners (various members of the centre imprisoned
for political motives form a part of it) also had a place
at the Congress. The Collective made themselves pre-
sent in the Congress through a letter, and they called
on the Basque working class to redouble their struggle
and asked that Basque workers to back the decisions
made by the dialogue team of the Collective, since the
prisoners are a consequence of the conflict and have a
role in the process that has opened in the Basque
Country. 

International Delegation and International Conference

32 trade union organizations from 28 countries participa-
ted in the Congress. It must be denounced that the com-
rades from Palestine couldn’t come, because their leaving
Gaza was made impossible, and that the Spanish embas-
sies impeded the participation of the delegations from
India and Pakistan, by not granting them visas in spite of
complying with all of the requirements. 

Among the different international interventions in the
Congress, it is worth noting that of the representative of
the World Federation of Trade Unions, Valentin Pacho, who
denounced the repression that the trade union LAB is suf-
fering, adding that this persecution forms part of the
repression that trade unionists and human rights defen-
ders are suffering at a global level. 

However, the participation of the international delegation
wasn’t limited to the Congress itself. LAB organized an
international conference on the eve of the Congress
under the title “Trade union response to the world capita-
list crisis”, and in that a representative of every trade
union present at the Congress intervened, where they
made known the situation of each of their nations, as well
as the different struggles that they are carrying out. 

The peoples and centres who participated, apart from the
World Federation of Trade Unions, the TUI of Commerce
UISTAAACT were: Andalucia SAT, Aosta SAVT, Aragon
Intersindical de Aragon IA-CUT, Argentina ATE and CTA,
Asturias CSI, Brazil CTB, Bretagne SLB, Kanakia USTKE,
Cerdeña CSS, Cyprus PEO, Corsica STC, Cuba CTC, Galicia
CIG and CUT, Great Britain RMT, Greece PAME, Greenland.
SIK, Guadalupe UGTG, Canary Islands Intersindical
Canaria, Italia USB, Catalan Countries Intersindical CSC,
IAC and COS, Portugal CGTP-IN, Sahara UGTSARIO, Turkey
DISK, Venezuela UNETE and Vietnam VGCL.

Apart from comparing struggles and realities of each peo-
ple, 4 very important resolutions were approved. The first,
in favour of the coordination of class struggle at an inter-
national level, especially at a European level, to confront
this new offensive of capitalism; the second, in favour of
the Cuban revolution and against the Yankee imperialist
blockade; the third, in favour of the right to self-determi-
nation of the Saharan people; the fourth, in favour of the
process opened in the Basque Country for the resolution
of the political conflict through peaceful ways, where they
also denounced the non-recognition of the right to self-
determination and the repressive attitudes on the parts
of the Spanish and French states, and also, they deman-
ded the immediate release of the former Secretary
General of LAB Rafa Diez. 
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This past January 12th, the streets of Bilbao were again an
outcry in the demand for the respect of the rights of the
more than 600 Basque political prisoners.

In a country of 3,000,000 inhabitants, more than 115,000
people came out again to demonstrate in defence of the
rights of people imprisoned for political motivations,
demanding that the governments of the Spanish and
French states put an end to the cruel penitentiary policy
that is carried out against Basque political prisoners. 

In spite of the intense rain, people of all ages came out to
demonstrate for the prisoners. There were also acts of
solidarity with political prisoners of other Peoples’ who
struggle for freedom like Kurdistan, Colombia, Sahara or
Palestine.

Today there are 606 Basque revolutionaries, leftist and
pro-independence militants who are fundamentally in
Spanish and French prisons. Only 7 of them are comple-
ting their sentences in prisons located geographically in
the Basque Country.

More than 115,000 people pack the streets of bil-
bao this past january 12th demanding respect for
the rights of basque political prisoners
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There are also 13 prisoners with incurable illnesses, who
according Spain’s own laws should be set free, and ano-
ther 143 prisoners whose sentences have been lengthe-
ned arbitrarily and unjustly, and today they remain in pri-
son, in spite of that they should have been freed years
ago. 

The policy of dispersion for Basque prisoners has caused
the deaths of 21 prisoners and 16 family members, in traf-
fic accidents while they were travelling to visit them. 

All of these facts and many more manifest the cruelty and
illegitimacy of the penitentiary policy that the Spanish
and French governments apply against imprisoned mili-
tants of the pro-independence left. 

Basque society demands in the majority that an end is
put to this unjust policy and that the Spanish and French
governments move away from their ultra-conservative
postures. In this new time that has begun in the Basque
Country, when ETA’s violence has disappeared, it is also
necessary for the violence exercised against the Basque
People and against their imprisoned revolutionary politi-
cal prisoners. Basque society demands that the govern-
ments of Spain and France, to come and discuss a just and
negotiated end to the political conflict that has confron-
ted them with the Basque Country for decades, and this
solution must contemplate the release of those impriso-
ned for political motivations, as well as the return home
of hundreds of Basque political refugees, who are found
in countries of Europe, the Americas and Africa. 

The demonstration this past Saturday January 12th in
Bilbao, as well as another one of equal characteristics
which took place a year ago, as well as hundreds of con-
centrations and demonstrations that take place in defen-
ce of the rights of the prisoners throughout the year in
the Basque Country, demonstrate once more that there is
a people, the Basques, that moves in spite of the immobi-
lity of the Spanish and French governments, and that
carries the prisoners in the deepest parts of their hearts. 

From LAB we wish to publicly thank the support of the
World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU) and of dozens
of trade unions from the entire world for the successful
and gigantic demonstration of January 12th. Among all of
us we will bring the political prisoners home!

PRESOAK KALERA, AMNISTIA OSOA! = PRISONERS TO THE STREETS, TOTAL AMNESTY!
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Igor Urrutikoetxea
(Secretary of International Relations of LAB)

The rest of the parties lost parliamentarians with
respect to the elections four years ago, in which
the Basque pro-independence left could not pre-
sent itself given that it was a victim of the policy
of banning from the Spanish government. 

These results are a new victory for the Basque
sovereigntists left, and they reflect that the
Basque working class and popular sectors conti-
nue to struggle for a real social and political
change, just as has been demonstrated by the
successful General Strike on September 26th, and
in which in our digital magazine we dedicate
another article. 

SUCCESS OF THE BASQUE PRO-INDEPENDENCE
LEFT in the elections of october 21st

The coalition of Basque leftist sove-

reigntists EH Bildu, reached nearly 25%

of the vote and 21 seats in the elections

celebrated in the Basque Autonomous

Community (CAV). In that way, EH Bildu

became the second force and entered

the Parliament of the CAV with great

strength, in spite of the fact that the

political spectrum of the pro-indepen-

dence left of the Basque Country has

been unfairly excluded these last four

years in the Parliament of Vitoria –

Gasteiz, and during the last eight years

in other institutions. 
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Once more, it has been made clear,
that the means of banning the
Basque pro-independence left, for
which different Spanish governments
have opted to do, (such as the extre-
me right of the PP, as well as the social
democratic PSOE) haven’t worked at
all. The Basque working class opposes
the banning of political parties, of
youth organizations, of organizations
in defence of the prisoners, etc…

If the elections were won by the cen-
tre-right Basque Nationalist Party
(PNV) by a scarce margin, it is clear
that in the Basque Country the revo-
lutionary and socialist left has a grea-
ter weight than in other territories of
Europe, which in a short time can
compete for the political and social
hegemony of the right, and therefore,
the objectives of independence and
socialism are perfectly viable. 

Also, another consequence that can
be drawn from these elections is that
more than 70% of the voters have
opted to vote for Basque sovereigntist
parties and that, therefore, we in the
majority of Basque society want to
freely decide our future, without any
kind of interference. 

The governments of the Spanish and
French states must respect the demo-
cratic will expressed by the Basques,
especially in these hopeful times, in
which that, after the definitive cessa-
tion of armed activity by ETA, the
majority of our society desires that
the consequences of the armed con-
flict be solved in which we have lived
for the past 50 years, freeing the poli-
tical prisoners and having the refuge-
es come home. All of that was made
clear with the historic demonstration
last January 12th. 

Also, another challenge that sectors
of the left in the Basque Country have
is to continue struggling for our own
Basque Framework of Labour
Relations and Social Security in our
land. The majority of the working
class wants to have the ability to also
decide here, in the Basque Country,
about these matters and this fight we
must also bring to the institutions,
which can’t look away while facing
this popular outcry.

The moment has come to build a
democratic firewall before these anti-
social and anti-worker measures that
continually come to us from Madrid
and Paris. This is what has been
demonstrated by the five General
Strikes that we have carried out in the
last three years in the Basque Country.

Definitively, it is necessary that the
institutional struggle puts itself at
the service of the struggles in the
street that are taking place against
the savage Neoliberal cutbacks, that
are being applied by the right-wing
and social democratic governments in
the Spanish state and in the whole of
the European Union. Without 
any doubt, the excellent 
results of EH Bildu, 
of the Basque 
pro-independence 
left, will give aid 
to that in 
the Basque 
Country.
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Sakine Cansiz, one of the founders of the workers party in
Kurdistan; Frida Dogan, a French representative in the
National Congress of Kurdistan of KNW with their head-
quarters in Brussels, and Leyla Soylemez, a young Kurdish
militant were assassinated on January 10th in Paris.

These women have been killed for working and fighting
for the rights and freedom of their people. 

It must be mentioned that thanks to the feminist ideo-
logy of the PKK Kurdish women have a relevant role in the
political sphere as well as society in general, since that
together in the struggle for the rights of the Kurdish peo-
ple, the struggle against the patriarchy and in favour of
the rights of women are present.

This has been possible thanks to the indispensable role
played by feminist Kurdish women, and very especially by
our murdered comrade Sakine with her great work in
favour of the recognition of the rights of Kurdish women. 

Together with the denial of the state of Kurdistan, the
violation of political and social rights are a constant
reality on the part of dominant states of Turkey, Iran,
Iraq and Syria obliging them to live a marginal life, with
continuous disdain and exercising all kinds of abuse

such as torture, arrests and violations against the
Kurdish population.

And to all this harsh reality you have to add the triple
oppression that Kurdish women suffer (as a people, a
class and gender).

In a moment in which the PKK and the Turkish govern-
ment have begun conversations, the militarist totalitarian
sector of Turkey has begun state terrorism and the dirty
war against the Kurdish people as is demonstrated by this
latest attack.

From LAB we condemn this act of the dirty war and we
demand that the French state investigates this act, punis-
hes those responsible and clears up the political responsi-
bilities. 

Finally we express our solidarity with the families with
the militant comrades of the three murdered comrades as
well as towards all the Kurdish people and to the women. 

LONG LIVE THE FEMENIST STRUGGLE,
LONG LIVE FREE PEOPLES!
LONG LIVE FREE KURDS!

LAB denounces the assassination of three
kurdish militants


