


I
In 2012 we continue to fight together with the rest of
working peoples  of the world 

You again have to hand, a new issue of From the Basque Country to the World, the international magazine of the LAB. True
to our objectives with this magazine, in this edition we continue addressing international themes with a perspective of
certain depth, and with the contribution of intellectuals and unions of the rest of the world.

Last year of 2011 has been  key in the history of the Basque Country, and there have been positive steps taken  to resolve in
a key democratic ways,  the political conflict which sets  the Basque Country in confrontation with with the Spanish and
French states. There have been the Declaration of Aiete of October; the subsequent declaration by ETA of a definitive ces-
sation of its´ armed activity; the return to the  institutions of the Basque Left Pro-independence, in coalition with other left
wing parties of the sovereignty and independence movements, with an unusual strength and great capacity to impact;
the huge demonstration on the streets of Bilbao of last 7th of January in defence of the Basque political prisoners , etc...

But still, the Spanish and French states are obstinate in maintaining the path of repression. The ilegalization of  the Basque
Left Pro-independence party is still in force, as is that of youth organizations of defence of political prisoners rights.
Disgracefully, arrests and jailings, such as that of Rafa Díez and many others, and political trials, are still taking place . 

In addition, the Spanish right-wing PP and the the illegitimate government of the PSOE in the Basque Autonomous
Community, which is in power thanks to the policy of banning the Basque Left Pro-independence, continue with their poli-
cies of cutbacks on social rights, which directly attack the interests of the Basque working class and other peoples of the
Spanish State, as is also happening in  the rest of Europe.

In the present edition of From the Basque Country to the World we analyse the policies which are being implemented in
Europe against  workers and for that we go to the European International Conference organized by LAB and Ipar Hegoa on
the 29th of September last,  from which we take the contribution of José Ángel Pérez García, professor and economist of
the CIEM of Cuba. 

We also bring you some information of the current situation in the Basque Country: the Declaration of the International
Conference to promote a resolution of the Basque Conflict (Aiete's Declaration), LAB evaluation after ETA's decision to end
its armed activity or another evaluation on the electoral results in the Spanish state.

And of course, this edition has as an  objective, to be the strong voice  of other  Trade Union and political struggles, incor-
porating  internationalism in the political and  formative Trade Union activity of LAB. With that objective, contributing to
this edition are our comrades of the SAT of Andalusia who are being subjected to intense repression for their Trade Union
activities  and who, at the invitation of our union, will be visiting us in February.  We also denounce the repression exerci-
sed against the  KESK  union (the main public sector union in the Turkish State) for its struggle and commitment to a
negotiated and just settlement for the Kurdish people. The comrades of the SME of Mexico bring us their testimony of
more than one year of struggle in defence of labour and Trade Union rights. They have faced the repression of the govern-
ment and that has entailed, among other things, the death of a comrade and that today they have 12 members of the
Union in prison for their political and Trade Union activities. The present situation in Tunisia and the denounce of the regi-
me absolutist monarchy which the people of the small country of Swaziland suffer are also realities which deserve our
attention these months. Therefore, we have made a space  for them in this edition, and we demand that an end be brought
to all these injustices.

At this point, we would like to thank the comrades of Cuba, Andalusia,Turkey, and Mexico, and various delegates of LAB for
their contributions. Without their help,  this issue would not have been possible.

Finally, in the “We said, we did” section, we give an account of the different activities developed by LAB in the internatio-
nal ambit.

And you already know that we are open to more contributions, suggestions, etc, in our mail: nazioartea@labsindikatua.org

Agur bero bat,
The Basque Country, January 2012 
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The recent general elections of the 20th of November
2011 in the Spanish state were held against a special back-
drop. In a short period of time, very important events and
movements had been produced . The left independence
movement took unilateral steps and  sovereign forces of
the left, and supporters of independence  were accumu-
lated,  and  have agreed on a road-map  for a resolution of
the Basque political problem.

Last October, the International Conference for the
Resolution of the Basque Conflict took place in Donostia
(San Sebastian) with the participation, among others, of
the ex-secretary general of the United Nations, Kofi Annan.
As a consequence of all the previously mentioned, the
armed organisation ETA has declared a definitive cessation
of its´armed activities. So, the democratic process has
begun in the Basque country for the resolution of the con-
flict which the Basque people face with the Spanish and
French states, although so far neither the Spanish nor the
French State has modified its politics of denial and repres-
sion. The elections were held in this specific context.

The electoral results have provided a welcome boost to
supporters of independence. We Basque men and women
will have an important representation in the Madrid par-
liament, a delegation which will attend as a people at
that Spanish parliament to defend the rights of the
Basque country and of the Basque working class.

Amaiur,, the coalition of Basque sovereignty and  inde-
pendence forces of the left, has achieved fantastic results.
It is now the first force in the Basque Country in repre-
sentation,  having 333.624 votes, (22%). But this result is
not the work of one day, but the consequence of years of
resistance and struggle, a further step after the electoral
earthquake of the coalition Bildu in the Local elections,
where that coalition of left and independence move-
ments became the major force in the Basque Country. Key
to this  electoral success has been the renovated strategy
of the Basque Left Pro-independence and the capacity it
has shown for the accumulation of forces, which in turn
has allowed it to achieve new majorities.

The results of the coalition are excellent in numerical
terms: 333.624 votes, 7 Members of Parliament and 3
Senators, and they are even more so qualitatively, as the
people voted with a working class consciousness.

Amaiur has demonstrated confidence and credibility, and
because of this has received popular support. 

The Basque working class and the popular sectors have
supported a political project for a resolution of the
Basque question, for recognition of the Basque nation
and to bring to fruition political and social change.
Leaving aside party political interests and particular pro-
jects, the 7 elected members which make up the broad
front of Amaiur have a much more ambitious tool, which
proclaims the rights of the Basque nation to decide its´
own future.

The electoral results have left two main images. On the
one hand, the image of the Basque Country, a unique
territory where the left (Amaiur) has won; and on the
other hand, that of the rest of the Spanish State, where
the most right wing conservatives had a landslide victory.
That shows the big difference that exists at a political and
social level between thr Basque Country and the Spanish
State. And to that difference, has to be added the socio-
economic and Trade Unionist difference, one has only to
mention that the Basque working people have responded
to the crisis with  proposals, and to the cutbacks, with
three successful General Strikes, in sharp contrast to the
Spanish Unions with their not-very-social and submissive
dialogue .

We have known for some time in the Basque Country that
to confront the economic crisis, the only solution is a poli-
tical and social transformation, constructing a new theo
economic and social model. And we know that it will not
be done in Madrid. We have to construct that theo mode
among the Basque economic, social and trade union
agents and to propel it from the Basque institutions. This
route, which the Basque Country should take, depends on
the Basques Nation. We have more than enough of the
ability, force and determination necessary. That possibility
has been denied us time after time from Madrid by the
Spanish State.

To finish, added to this hitherto unprecedented capitalist
crisis, the Spanish State is dragging along another crisis -
a political and territorial one, and the new Spanish right-
wing president, Mariano Rajoy and the state powers, will
have to face both of these crises. It is clear that they will
respond to the economic crisis with neoliberal policies
and cutbacks to labour and social rights. To the political
crisis, they can incline in two opposite directions: step-
ping back from their autonomic mode with even more
centralism, or putting an end to the post-franco transi-
tion and recognizing the right to decide of the nations
which make up the Spanish State. 

The Spanish state and dominant classes appear to be
going more for the first option of backstepping and cen-
tralism, closing off an integral resolution of the Basque
political conflict, which goes further than the armed
struggle and its consequences. But this new period requi-
res responsibility and multilateral compromises to move
from the cycle of negation to the cycle of recognition of
all rights. It is in our hands, in the hands of the Basque
working class , to ensure recognition and respect for the
right of the Basque nation and the right to decide our
own political, social and economical future. The Basque
working class and popular sectors, the social political and
Trade Union majority of our country, will achieve it.

An evaluation of the 
electoral results of the left
and pro-independence 
coalition  Amaiur in the
general elections of the
Spanish state
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The International Conference for promoting the resolu-
tion of the conflict in the Basque Country took place at
the Peace House in Donostia-San Sebastian on 17th of
October 2011, promoted by diverse international and local
entities: Berghof Foundation, Conciliation Resources, The
Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation, NOREF,
International Contact Group (Basque Country), and
Lokarri.

Representatives of Basque and French political parties,
trade unions, Church and businessmen made their contri-
butions at the Conference, and the following internatio-
nal prominent figures brought their experience, knowled-
ge and direct involvement in peace processes and conflict
resolution:

- Kofi Annan. Former United Nations Secretary General.

- Gro Harlem Bruntland. Former Prime Minister of Norway
and member of The Elders.

- Bertie Ahern. Former Prime Minister of Ireland.

- Pierre Joxe. Former Minister of Interior and Defense of the
French Republic and former president of the Socialist Group
in the National Assembly.

- Gerry Adams. Leader of the Sinn Fein.

- Jonathan Powell Tony Blair was not be coming because of
the demands of his work in the Middle East and has asked
Jonathan Powell to come in his place to represent him.

As a result of the discussions, an important declaration was
made public by the international leaders.
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DECLARATION

We have come to the Basque Country today because we believe it is time to end, and it is possible to end, the last
armed confrontation in Europe.

We believe this can now be achieved, with the support of citizens and their political representatives, as well as the
support of Europe and the wider international community. We want to state clearly that we have not come here to
impose anything or claim that we have the right or the authority to tell the citizens of this country, or relevant actors
and political representatives, what they should do.

Rather, we have come here in good faith, with the hope of offering ideas drawn from our own experiences of resol-
ving long conflicts that afflicted our own societies and peoples, as well as others we have helped resolve.

We know from our own experience that it is never easy to end violence and conflict and secure lasting peace. It requi-
res courage, willingness to take risks, profound commitment, generosity and statesmanship.

Peace comes when the power of reconciliation outweighs the habits of hate; when the possibility of the present and
future is infinitely greater than the bitterness of the past.

We also know from our own experience that when a genuine opportunity for peace arises it must be seized. The gro-
wing demand of the citizens of this country and their political representatives to resolve this conflict through dialo-
gue, democracy and complete non-violence has created this opportunity.

Because of all of this, we believe it is today possible to end more than fifty years of violence and attain a just and las-
ting peace.

In light of this:

1.  We call upon ETA to make a public declaration of the definitive cessation of all armed action and to request talks
with the governments of Spain and France to address exclusively the consequences of the conflict.

2. If such a declaration is made we urge the governments of Spain and France to welcome it and agree to talks
exclusively to deal with the consequences of the conflict.

3. We urge that major steps be taken to promote reconciliation, recognize, compensate and assist all victims,
recognize the harm that has been done and seek to heal personal and social wounds.

4. In our experience of resolving conflicts there are often other issues that, if addressed, can assist in the attain-
ment of lasting peace. We suggest that non violent actors and political representatives meet and discuss politi-
cal and other related issues, in consultation with the citizenry, that could contribute to a new era without conflict.
In our experience third party observers or facilitators help such dialogue. Here, such dialogue could also be assis-
ted by international facilitators, if that were desired by those involved.

5. We are willing to form a committee to follow up these recommendations.

Donostia-San Sebastian 17 October 2011
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ETA has made a historic decision. It has taken a historic step that paves the way
to a new dawn in Euskal Herria (the Basque Country) and in the two states. It
has also launched a new era for the Abertzale Left (Basque left-wing national-
ists). With the definitive cessation of its armed activity, ETA has embraced a firm
and unequivocal commitment destined to end the political and armed conflict;
LAB believes that this is the most important step ever taken on the road to a
solution. 

A historic opportunity now faces Euskal Herria, an opportunity that obliges
each and every one of us to act with the utmost responsibility. And indeed this
is how LAB would like to begin this new epoch. We believe that the time has
come to ratify and reinforce the commitments acquired in this process, and
that is the purpose of the meeting being held today by our supreme governing
body. We call on the entire Basque working class to participate in this process,
because we now have a unique opportunity to build the fair, democratic peace
that we have sought, demanded and fought to achieve for so long. 

LAB Analysis of the Current Situation

The democratic process crucial to a definitive solution to the Basque conflict is
now underway. We have transcended the position of two states adamantly per-
petuating the conflict to justify their resistance to change. In spite of under-
mining and hampering the process from the outset, they have not been able to
prevent this opportunity presenting itself. Quite the contrary, in fact: we have
launched this new era over and above the blockade strategy adopted by the
two governments, which makes the achievements of those of us who suppor-
sted and embraced the process all the more valuable and important.

The democratic process to overcome the armed and political conflict is now a
reality and requires the engagement and participation of all those who must
play a decisive role in the solution. It is time for commitments to be acquired in
all quarters. Those who turn a deaf ear to this new situation will be placing
themselves outside the new political reality.

The Spanish and French governments must give a response to Basque society.
The international community has appealed to them and ETA has made its offer.
But it is we, the men and women of the Basque Country, who must take it in
our hands and call for a clear and concrete answer to the question: Are you
finally willing to resolve this conflict or are you going to oppose the solution so
long sought by Basque society? Those who believe that this debate can be
avoided or circumvented are mistaken. Those who attempt to conceal the real
current situation from Basque society will be mistaken. It is time to take steps
to build the solutions required and demanded by Euskal Herria: that is the pur-
pose of the process underway and the reason behind the historic steps that are
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being taken. Building definitive political solutions calls for new strategies. That
is what the Basque left-wing nationalists believe and that is the reality for each
and every one of us. The old strategies that denied the very existence of the
conflict have failed, and so too have the strategies of those who sought to
resolve it without making the slightest change.

Euskal Herria must have the right to carve out its own road to a solution, a road
that entails giving a voice to Basque society and respecting its wishes. It is a
road that we want to and must travel without violence, without interference
and without any imposed limits. That is the historic step that the two states
must take: to renounce their imposition and stop refusing us this possibility.

We demand that both governments abandon their strategy of constant
refusal, and we do so in view of the current situation in all its dimensions. This
opportunity has not arisen out of the blue. The model embraced in 1978 has
run out of steam. Spain is immersed in a profound economic and political cri-
sis, which means that there is an unquestionable need to reform both the ter-
ritorial model and the current economic model. It is up to the government in
Madrid to make decisions appropriate to the circumstances and seize the
opportunity to respond to this crisis by taking democratic action: giving a voice
to the Basque people and thus finally resolving the structural problem of its
territorial model.

A new era has dawned in the Basque Country. This is not the fruit of a specific
initiative but the result of a road that we have travelled, consolidated and care-
fully developed. It is the initiative of the Abertzale Left, the position adopted by
major international authorities and, in general, the steps taken by Basque
agents and Basque society at large that have given rise to this new reality.
These must and will be the components for the future progress of this historic
opportunity.

We must overcome the epoch of refusal once and for all, and it is up to us, the
men and women of the Basque Country, to launch a new epoch of recognition
and respect. Today we have the chance to take that road and build the agree-
ments that must accompany us along the way. Now is the time to build the
democratic agreement that will finally resolve the Basque political conflict.
Now is the time for dialogue, negotiation and compromise to reach agree-
ments. Those are the instruments of this new reality. But although a new era,
a new phase has dawned, there is something that will not change, that we will
not change: the key to progress has always been and will continue to be the
strength of Basque society, its willingness to organise itself and acquire com-
mitments, and the capacity of the men and women of Euskal Herria to fight for
the collective and individual rights that are our due. We have decided to trans-
form the current anti-democratic situation by fighting with political and dem-
ocratic instruments. Ours is a political, trade-union, institutional and social
struggle. That is and will continue to be the key to overcoming the obstacles on
the road we are now travelling. We have overcome the blockade strategy
adopted by the two states, and the challenge now facing us is to overcome the
refusal strategy vis-à-vis Euskal Herria. We made the decision to fight for inde-
pendence and socialism: that is our mission and this our road. There is no road
that can be halted if the strength of the men and women of Euskal Herria are
behind it. And there is no doubt that this is the road we are going to take.

The Basque Country, 21 October 2011 
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José Angel Pérez García, historian and Cuban economist

Workers of ALL countries UNITE!  That is how Marx and
Engels finished the Communist Manifesto in 1848. Today,
153 years later, I wish to  take up the essence of that call;
Workers PREPARE yourselves and be ALERT.

It is necessary to contribute from revolutionary stand-
points to the preparation of the working class so that
they may face the effects of the crisis which are already in
movement, and especially those effects that are to come.
Has the economic crisis ended? Is in full swing? Will take
on new dimensions in time to come? The other crises (the
environment, energy, sustenance…), have been resolved?
The answers to all these questions will help to improve
the  preparation of the working class to confront, with a
class focus, the impacts of the crisis in the world of
labour. According to the IMF, the World Bank and the
systems' media management , the economic crisis finis-
hed  at the second half of  2009 and the recuperation has
kicked in since 2010. They base their thesis on the slowing

Workers of all countries, PREPARE
YOURSELVES AND BE ALERT!
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down of the crisis in several developed capitalist countries
of the periphery in that year and in the expectations of
economic growth  for 2011. 

For the technocrats of the system, the recession is expres-
sed in the consecutive fall of the Gross Domestic Product
during two trimesters and the end of the recession mani-
fests itself when consecutive economic growth is registe-
red during two trimesters. In effect, if that is the pattern
of analysis, the recession finished in 2009. Does that
mean that the crisis has ended?. Is slowing down the
recession the same as slowing down the crisis? Evidently
not! The ideologues of the Systems' monopolistic media
know this, and that is why they lie, not necessarily out of
a habit of lying, nor through ignorance, but for ideological
reasons.  The capitalist ideologues know that this crisis
will take a long time and is not easy to solve. While it is
true that the Gross Domestic Product of the world eco-
nomy of 2010 (5,0%) behaved better than in 2009 (it fell -
0,5%), it is also true that  since 2010 and in 2011 the eco-
nomic crisis assumed new features. Unemployment is
continuing to grow, and added to the retraction of consu-
mer spending, which cannot expand due to unemploy-
ment, are the  fiscal crisis, the debt crisis and the policies
of adjustment of capitalist governments under  pressure
from those  financial  imbalances .

The  USA debt in July 2011 was of 14,34 billions of dollars,
which represents a 98% of the Gross Domestic Product
and puts an enormous pressure on the debt threshold
permitted by the Congress of that country, which is of
4,29 billions of dollars. Since some months, there is an
intense tug of war between the Democrats and the
Republicans to raise the threshold of the debt and save
the U.S.A. from the financial “default” , but the dispute
between both parties also has a clear and hard  political
tone. The Republicans want to  wear down Obama for the
elections of 2012 and the core issue is not going to be
whether they raise the roof of the debt or not, but at what
cost!

From an  inflationary viewpoint, one sees another strong
pressure on all the economies of the world. The unstop-
pable tendency of a rise in the price of petrol and  foods-
tuffs,  puts pressure now on the stability of the world eco-
nomy and augurs that there will be no capitalist econo-
mic model capable of avoiding it in the future, because it
is an exogenous  and imported inflation, and all the coun-
tries are in risk of contagion due to neoliberal globaliza-

tion. In this manner, the world economies, including the
capitalist developed countries  or others looked down
upon by the European oligarchy and identified as the PIGS
(Portugal, Italy, Greece and the Spanish State),  will be hit
by debt and inflation, as well as galloping speculation. The
financial bubbles which still is in flux, whose explosion is
only a question of time will evidently add more pressure
to the boiler of the crisis.

How are the capitalist countries already confronting the
worsening of the economic crisis? As they have always
done and they will continue to do while people put up
with it. The weight of the economic crisis already falls, and
will continue to fall, upon the shoulders of the workers.
With a clear understanding of the seriousness of their
economic weaknesses and financial imbalances. they are,
so far, testing it with all crudeness in Greece and Ireland,
to which in Europe, it is believed will be added the Spanish
State, Portugal and Italy, 

Faced with fiscal pressures, debt and inflation, Capital
opts for rescue, cutbacks in budgets, privatisation, the
depression of employment and impoverishment of
labour. As it will not be able to lower the inflationary pres-
sure because it is an  objective world phenomena, nor can
it avoid it because it is connected via trasnationalizaded
neoliberal globalization, it will comply with the law of
accumulation through the reduction of employment, an
increase in the precariousness and the impoverishment
of salaried work. 

This is what is already being installed and is what is on
the horizon. 

Be alert European workers!  The system in its´ superior
and last phase of development, in other words,imperia-
lism, has no other model but neoliberalism. It is already
neoliberalizing Europe and will latinamericanize your
continent. The same savage and failed  neoliberal formu-
las  applied in Latin America and the Caribbean , are being
graphically repeated  there. At least that is what the
Greek situation teaches us. Hence the call for an alertness
and immediate preparation so as not to be caught  unor-
ganized, disorientated and unsupported, but on the
offensive and with class commitment. 

Be alert and prepared for the political struggle. The
system, despite being in crisis, will not give us a present of
our victories.
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Luis Ocaña Escolar – SAT, Andalusian Union of Workers

The Andalusian Union of Workers (S.A.T) was for-
med in September of 2007 , the result of a mer-
ging of different Trade Union organizations and
collectives,.  It was doubtlessly, the right time for
a grouping of forces and the launching of an
alternative, left wing and clearly Andalusian
Trade Union project, with a socio-political posi-
tioning which would define and make it stand
out from the other Trade Union options available.
To our credit, we can count on a  trail of Trade
Union organisations  like the SOC –the prime
mover in this process, which has daily and  tire-
lessly defended dignity in the face of the aggres-
sions of the ill-named “Green Revolution”,  of
machinisation, of the abuses of the ´fat cats´, the
systematic non compliance with collective agre-

ANDALUSIAN UNION
OF WORKERS (SAT):  
STRUGGLE AND
REPRESSION
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ements, etc.  Likewise,  one of the great inheritances for
the SAT  has been the method of active direct non-violent
Trade Union action . Those who have demanded agrarian
reform, have carried out a lot of demonstrations in the
roads of Andalusia, have blocked the departure of the AVE
(High velocity train), have cut off the N-IV in
Despeñaperos, or who have occupied the properties of the
landowners, have been the mirror in which can be seen
the model of Trade Union activity of the S.A.T. 

From then until now, little has changed in the socio labour
panorama. Salaries are decreasing, unemployment is
increasing and the rate of employer and bank profits are
disappearing. Because of this,  the SAT  has designed a
mechanism of Trade Union direct action, of reporting
those in non compliance with labour legislation, and of
proposing just and equal participative types of alternative
management. Without a doubt, the benchmark of
Marinaleda and his management of employment and
housing,  is another of our best assets

As a result of this campaign of Trade Union struggle, we
have participated in General Strikes,   open conflicts have
been maintained with the non-compliant companies
such as Expertus Marketing Aplicado, Fitonovo, Eulen, La
Ibense-Bornay, Cdeisa, etc., and the model of Trade Union
struggle has been  adopted in Trade Union elections and
adapted to the city and its´ urban environs. The occupa-
tion of the head offices of the Banco Santander in Seville
and of the BBVA in Granada are the clear examples of an

active and fresh. Trade Union model, prepared to point out
those responsible for the crisis and unemployment.
Of course, this dynamic of combativity has had negative
consequences for the militants of the organisation. More
than two hundred Trade Unionists have been fined, some
have  ongoing court cases or are awaiting sentence. The
fines amount to millions. In fact, there is not one Trade
Unionist involved with the  SAT who does not know the
meaning of disobedience, resistance to authority, or proce-
edings for offences, and sub-delegated fines or detentions. 

We have  recently witnessed the latest detention of our
General Secretary, Diego Cañamero, and the special appli-
cation of mechanisms of repression, sanctions and syste-
matic dismissals of  militants of the  most active Local
Trade Unions . It´s a kind of  “Trade Union apartheid ”,
Andalusian style.  The case of Seville capital is paradigma-
tic , where we have gone from zero retaliations in 2007 to
more than 40 comrades who at the start of 2012 are awai-
ting the resolution of court cases deriving from Trade
Union activity. Perhaps an anecdote of an occurrence from
one of the court cases will serve to  illustrate the reality.

Judge: You, do you swear or promise to tell the truth? 
Militant of  SAT: Both, Your Honour!

Facing these proceedings with dignity is also our daily
Trade Union task. The system turns against and  punishes
for its anti system behaviour, a Trade Union movement
which does not allow itself to be bought or to sell out.   It
seats it in the  bench of the accused a Union which does
not sign up to what the companies want and which only
responds to the interests de the working class..  Well now,
the solidarity and support received  far exceeds  the
effects of the repression! Although at the moment the
Union finds itself daily in the courtroom, that only rein-
forces the commitment of those of us who have opted  for
developing a Trade Union project which does not bend the
knee to either Count, Duke or Marquis, to rogue company
directors or to the Andalusian oligarchy with all its appa-
ratus of power. As Diamantino García, said “there are no
lost causes, only difficult causes, but as they are so just, we
will one day be victorious”. 

The SAT , which has just celebrated its´ Congress in
December of 2011  is today, the Andalusian  Trade Union
option  which brings us closer to victory.

In Seville,  national day of Andalusia,  4th of December 2011
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José Humberto Montes de Oca Luna, secretary of the Exterior of
the  Mexican Union of Electricians

On the 10th October of 2009, as it was getting dark and as
the country celebrated the qualification of Mexico to the
2010 World Cup in South Africa,   27,000 Army,  Navy and
Federal Police personnel  took by assault  the installations
of Luz y Fuerza del Centro (LyFC), a decentralised public
entity , in charge of  the provision of electricity to the  the
central zone of the country. With no prior warning and
without a  judicial order,  they ejected in a violent manner
the workers affiliated to the  Mexican Union of
Electricians (SME), who were working at the time. The
Media released the news as if it were a serious blow to
organized crime. . 

In the early morning, when the  repressive forces of the
Mexican State had control of the strategic centres  of LyFC,
the President of the Republic, Felipe Calderón, whose legi-
timacy is under serious question, decreed the extinction
of this public entity, made the announcement public in a
chain of  national radio and television programmes. The
President, his mouth filled with lies, argued that the entity
had disastrous economic losses, that 42000 millions of
pesos (more than two million euro) went from the public
coffers into the pockets of the workers and that the com-
pany was unsustainable because of inefficiency. He pro-
mised in exchange for the extinction of LyFC, that the eco-
nomy would grow, that thousands of new jobs would be
created, that  electrical service would improve and that
the electrical tariffs  would be considerably reduced, “to
the benefit of the consumers”. The President then procee-
ded, “in the public interest and that of the national eco-
nomy”, to stamp on the existing legislation to achieve the
objective of forcing the privatisation of the nationalised
electrical industry, cancelling our collective contracts and
closing down a democratic and independent  Union of  95
years  existence and a fierce opponent  of his neoliberal
policies.

More than 44 thousand workers were literally thrown out
on the street, thousands of them being unable to recupe-
rate their possessions which remained trapped inside the
police and military cordon.  Centres of employment of
LyFC to the number of 480, were taken possession of.
Pregnant women, workers incapacitated through work

accidents, hundreds of workers only weeks or months
from getting their pensions after 30 years of service, were
deprived of their only patrimony, their source of employ-
ment and their collective agreement.

In reality, the military and Calderón´s illegal decrees of
extinction were the second phase of a plan of extermina-
tion of the SME.  Previously, the government violated our
Trade Union freedom through the Employment
Secretariat, of which Javier Lozano Alarcón is in charge,  by
blatantly intervening in our internal affairs, supporting
politically and economically a group of dissidents who
betrayed the union, and immediately afterwards, not
recognizing our democratically elected leaders at the
base, with the  intention of depriving the SME  of a legal
representation  recognized by the authorities.
Simultaneously, and also as a part of the preparation for
the coup of the 10th of October,  the government of the
ultraright Felipe Calderón launched a multimillion media
campaign to discredit the public company and our Trade
Union organisation. The LyFC and SME were lynched in the
media, through the radio, the press and television . At all
hours  the company was accused of improductivity,
corruption and inefficiency, while the Union was accused
of enjoying of contractual “privileges” at the expense of
the contributors and of representing a risk to the political
and social stability of the country. It is now known that
the government spent more than 580 million Mexican
pesos in this campaign of  publicity whose objective was
to create in the population a current of opinion against
the public company and the Union, which would justify
the military occupation of LyFC and the decree of extinc-
tion. The principal attacks of the government were direc-
ted towards the prerogatives  of our  Collective Bargain,
their intention being to convince the public opinion that
the Unionised workers of the SME were, without deser-
ving it,  “privileged” in the middle of the shortages impo-
sed by the capitalist crisis. And in a way, they achieved it.

After two years of resistance the Mexican Union  of
Electricians is standing firm and is on the way to victory.

The General Assembly of  the 11th of October of  2009
agreed to fight against the disappearance of our source of
employment, with a mass mobilisation and through all
legal and political channels, to reject the redundancies
which the government offered, to demand the reinstate-

The dignified resistence struggle
of the  Mexican Union of Electricians
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ment of the sacked workers and the substituted emplo-
yer, seeing as how another electrical company of the State
(Comisión Federal de Electricidad) illegally had taken char-
ge of the service in our zone of operation.  The govern-
ment offered an extraordinary bonus of 100% for those
that would accept the redundancy and accept a voluntary
renunciation of a right to work and a desisting from any
legal action against the government of Felipe Calderón.
This redundancy bribe was offered on three successive
occasions. The nett result up to December 2010 was of
28000 redundant workers.

Apparently, 16.599 workers opted for maintaining the
resistance struggle until the bitter end. During the whole
of the resistance struggle, the SME practised multiple
forms of mass struggles- stoppages marches, meetings,
and blockades, and it tried to summon a political mass in
March of 2010 which, in spite of  the incorporation of a
hundred social organisations, including the  force of the
democratic Trade Unions, did not have sufficient support.
As is known, in Mexico only 10% of the economically acti-
ve population of 50 million  workers is Unionised. While
the workers grouped in independent and democratic
Trade Union organisations did not exceed 2 million mem-
bers, the rest of the Trade Unionists belong to the “Yellow”
officially recognized unions (known in Mexico as “cha-
rras”), who supported the government coup against the
SME. Therefore, the Union has had to diversify its forms of
struggle by applying civil and peaceful actions of resistan-
ce, with the peaceful occupation of public offices, two
hunger strikes, one of them in the Zócalo of the City of
Mexico and the massive occupation , during more than six
months, of the same square of the capital.  On the 13th of
September last, this action resulted in bringing the
Federal Government to the negotiating table to solve the
conflict. The government pledged itself to reinstate the
16.599 comrades in resistance in their jobs  and to libera-
te our 12 political prisoners who today still remain in jail.
To date, the solution continues to evolve.

Despite more than 100 comrades having been to jail
during the conflict, despite the assassination of our com-
rade José Juan Rosales Pérez, the persecution and cons-
tant orders of arrest against our leaders ; despite the per-
manent campaign of criminalization by the media  of our
struggle headed by the two big monopolies of communi-
cation (TELEVISA and TV-AZTECA); despite the conspiracy
and political accord of the majority political parties in the
Congress of the Union, the PRI and the PAN, who refused
to file a constitutional dispute against the usurpation of
their functions by the executive power; despite the com-
plicity of the Supreme Court of Justice of the Nation
which on the 5th of July 2010 dictated a sentence in
favour of the decree of extinction giving it a constitutio-
nality it does not have; despite the legal ignorance of our
leadership and the ´scabbing´ of the  ´charro´  SUTERM
union  which invaded our workzone, despite all this, with
unity and mobilization, the Mexican Union of  Electricians

has succeeded  to stand firm and resolute. Two years after
the outbreak of the conflict, the war of extermination
against the SME has miserably failed, and today, we are
more alive than ever.

We were able to sustain our movement for more than two
years without being beaten in the tribunals, without
being politically destroyed and maintaining the perma-
nent mobilisation of our organisation, through the  mobi-
lization of masses, ample campaigns of information
among the populace, through building a strategic alliance
with the end-users of the service who have seen the dis-
proportionate increase in electricity charges, and with the
breaking of the  media cordon which tried to delegitimise
and isolate our struggle. 

Today, there are tens of  assemblies and neighbourhood
committees which, propelled by the SME,  have adopted
the “Strike of non payment to CFE”; today we have a very
important   international solidarity work to do beyond
our own union work. Today we can count on a political
instrument which, at the convening of our Trade Union
organization, has been building from within the social
movement from an anticapitalist and anti imperialist
perspective. The 16.599 comrades who did not opt for
redundancy, who decided to confront all the apparatus of
the state, the television monopolies and the transnatio-
nal companies in the energy sector, today stand firm. Our
struggle has been legitimized socially, and can count on
the support of dozens of national and international orga-
nisations. We can win a dignified solution to the conflict
through a legal, legislative and /or political route. Today,
we demand of the Mexican Government,  that it imple-
ments the agreement of the 13th of September. We are in
movement and are living in political times.  2012 in
Mexico is a year of electoral contest for a successor to the
presidency.  We will make the party of the right in power
and its allies pay on their territory. We  will NOT surren-
der. One more day to resist, one more day  to WIN. 



Igor Urrutikoetxea ( International
Relations Secretary of LAB)

That part of the African continent
situated at the west of the Sahara is
a big unknown for Europeans and
the conflicts which exist there
remain to a large degree in the
shade, away from the focus of the
big Media Corporations. Also, if we
ask ourselves questions about cer-
tain countries, the lack of informa-
tion is almost total. Swaziland is one
of those countries, in which the lack
of knowledge of its¨ reality, enables
the life term of an absolutist, anach-
ronistic  and shameful. system of
monarchy, 

We recently had the  opportunity of
visiting the country accompanied by
comrades of  the Union of  Metal of
South Africa (Numsa), a Union inte-
grated in the central Trade Union
COSATU, which has initiated an
international campaign to denoun-

ce the lack of political, Trade Union
and civil liberties which the popula-
tion of this country suffer and which
extends to all areas of daily life
there. The World Trade Union
Federation (FSM)  is also developing
an international campaign about
this.

Swaziland is one of the smallest
countries of Africa (less than 17.000
km2), with about 1.200.000 inhabi-
tants and has no exit to the sea. its´
commercial balance is evidently
deficient and its¨ exports are 90%
agricultural , sugar and wood being
the principal products.
It depends highly in economic terms
on South Africa.

The mean salary in sectors such as
the metal industry is 180 euro
monthly, while in other feminized
sectors such as in textile or commer-
ce,  it does not reach 100 euro
monthly. Teachers and  professionals
of health enjoy somewhat higher

salaries  (between 400 and 700 euro
monthly), but they are clearly  a
minority sector of the population.
These salaries are well below those
of South Africa, resulting in the emi-
gration of many workers to the adja-
cent country , where in turn they are
used as cheap labour.

The political regime brings us back
to  feudalism. King Mswati III is the
absolutist monarch, a monarch who
swims in opulence, while the grea-
ter part of his people live in poverty .
While the monarch has 14 royal
palaces where he and his 13 wives
live (polygamy is legal in Swaziland),
and spends enormous amounts on
his family consisting of  250 mem-
bers (among which he provides a
fleet of luxury cars which he owns),
34% of the active population finds
itself unemployed according to offi-
cial figures and 70% of the popula-
tion live on less than a dollar daily. In
addition, Swaziland  has the sad
record of being the country most
infected by  HIV in the world ( 39%
of the population),which means
that the average life expectancy is
not higher than 50 years. Sexual dis-
crimination is also omnipresent.

The monarch is directly the owner of
90% of the land  (rural community
lands) or indirectly (farms which
belong to the king , although they
are worked by peasants). Only 10%
of the land, the percentage on which
houses and huts for livestock are
being built, belongs to the popula-
tion. but on which the king tends to
frequently order different construc-
tion projects and does not hesitate
to expel the  population on land on
which he intends to build. This has
led to different conflicts and con-
frontations with the police during

SWAZILANDIA: the last  absolutist
monarchy of Africa
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recent years. It needs to be taken into account that 73% of
the population live in rural  areas.

The actual monarch´s father banned all political parties in
1973, 5 years after the country declared independence. In
elections,  the citizens elect the people who make up the
Assembly or Lower House (formed of 55 elected members
, plus another 10 elected by the king ). The Assembly in its´
turn elects, 10 members to the Senate, whose composi-
tion is added to by another  20 members elected by the
king. However, these institutions are merely consultative,
as the King , who is the head of state, nominates the
ministers, exercises simultaneously the ejective and legis-
lative powers, and tightly controls  the judiciary.

In 2008,  KIng Mswati III approved the Supression Terrorist
Act, the Swazi version of the “Political parties' law” of
Spain,  under which the principal opposition political par-
ties were made illegal, including Pudemo, whose presi-
dent Mario Masuku, has been constantly entering and exi-
ting prison. The latest time he was imprisoned,  was for
giving a speech at the funeral of a political activist, a vic-
tim of the repression,  and he remained  jailed for 10
months. 

Pudemo and the rest of the opposition organisations
(political parties, the Federation of Unions of Swazilandia
–SFTU-, youth  and student organisations  etc.),  make up
the “United Democratic Front of of Swaziland”,which is
denouncing the situation at international level.

At present, there are five opposition political leaders
imprisoned, among them the leaders of the youth opposi-
tion movement (also banned) and of the student move-
ment.

One of the most and recent  dramatic cases of repression
was the case of the torture and later assassination of
Sipho Jele, a worker y militant Trade Unionist who on the
1st of May  2010 was on his way to the demonstration
called for that that day by the SFTU. As recounted to us by
his aunt with whom he lived,, he was arrested for wearing
a t-shirt of the banned Pudemo, and two days later, on the
3rd of May, his body was delivered to his aunt with evident
signs of torture.  Despite this case being denounced befo-
re the UN and the ILO, those guilty of his torture and
assassination have never been brought to trial.

Swaziland is at present experiencing an unprecedented
economic crisis. As a precondition of forwarding credit to
King Mswati III, the South African government insisted
that he democratize the political regime of the country.
He refused to do this and as a result has not received any
assistance from the South African government, which to
date refuses to work with this authoritarian regime.

In middle of this repressive and asphyxiating panorama
from the political point of view, there are more sectors
each time of Swazi society  who are confronting the abso-
lutist regime. For example, during our visit to the country,
we witnessed a strike of lawyers, who complained of the
lack of legal guarantees to do their work, especially when
they have a plea against official institutions, which in
those cases are not even admitted to be heard.

Likewise,in spite of the difficulties and the repression
which they have to confront, the leaders of the main poli-
tical parties, opposition unions, organizations of women
and social movements,  are in the main young people,
which demonstrates that all is changing in Swazi society .

All the opposition forces consider that improvements in
the economic and social ambit in Swaziland hinge on a
political change and on the abolition of the absolutist
monarchy. For this, they  consider essential the condem-
nation of the oppressive political  regime which the
country experiences in different international arenas,
especially that of the  UN  and  the Commonwealth, of
which Swaziland is a member,  in spite of the  democratic
deficiencies of its´ regime.

And it´s about time that the international community put
aside its´ habitual hypocrisy, also in this case, and com-
mits itself to a democratic change in this country. As a
Swazi told us, “We have a beautiful country with natural
reserves, lions, tigers, zebras, rivers clean lakes and green
mountains, and a poor  but dignified people prepared to
work. The only thing we do not need is the King and his
palaces!  The day that they disappear we will be able to
smile at the future. We owe it to  Sipho Jele and the rest of
those who have fallen in the struggle”.
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Mario Masuku, President of the banned party Pudemo



The Confederation of Public
Employees’ Trade Unions (KESK) has
been established after a long and
difficult struggle and resistance.
Military coup as a black mark on the
history of Turkey on 12 September
1980 has made workers as well as
the rest of the society to be exposed
to the repression and intimidation
policies. After the military coup by
targeting the structure of organi-
zed society, all associations were
closed. Discussions on unionization
among public employees started in
1987 in their associations. They first
established Committees for
Unionization. They realized massive
telegraph actions, lunch boycotts,
massive press releases, panels, indo-
or meetings leaded by these com-
mittees. First the teachers establis-
hed EĞİTİM-İŞ which was followed
by EĞİT-SEN (the two merged in
Eğitim-Sen in the following years)
and Tüm Bel Sen (the Union of all

Municipality Public Employees) and
many other unions
.
On December 8, 1995 KESK which is
the first Confederation representing
public employees in Turkey was
established. Our Confederation
which struggles from the moment it
was established to put an end injus-
tices and inequalities by organized
mass rallies, demonstrations and
work stoppage actions has deciphe-
red also the legal practices of politi-
cal powers which consisted of just
painting the eyes. Every renewed
government has applied several
legal regulations to usurp the rights
of working people, to promote the
disorganization of the working peo-
ple. One of them was enacted in
2001 and it is what we called as
“pseudo-union law”, Public Servants’
Trade Unions Law No. 4688. 11 years
later, today we are still fighting to
change this law. Because this law is
far from protecting workers’ rights
and freedoms; it is a violation of ILO
conventions and international trade
union rights. The right to collective
bargaining with strike which has
been recognized for working people
for years in almost all of the demo-
cratic countries is banned for
Turkey’s working people by this law.
This situation is also contrary to our
Constitution. The following senten-
ce was added to the last paragraph
of the article 90 of the Constitution
with an amendment to the
Constitution in 2004: “International
treaty provisions are taken as basis
in case of disputes that may be arise
due to differences in provisions bet-
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ween laws and international treaties at the same issue
regarding fundamental rights and freedoms duly put into
effect”. In other words, the law No.4688 is also contrary to
the article 90 of the Constitution as well as ILO
Conventions No.87 and 98. This article which makes the
international treaties superior in the face of national laws
is not taken into consideration when it comes to change
the national laws. 

Ministry of Labor and Social Security drafted a law that
provides changes in the law No.4688. As the
Confederation, we have made a great effort to make the
amendments in favor of working people, to make these
changes on the side of rights and freedoms. However this
draft law which was prepared hand in hand with govern-
ment and our country’s yellow union protects its anti-
democratic nature in terms of public workers’ rights and
freedoms. This draft law still consists of contradictions
with regard to international conventions and principles.
Our right to collective bargaining with strike is still igno-
red in the draft law. As if it is condescension, the govern-
ment express that the right to collective bargaining was
recognized for public employees. But it is an obvious rea-
lity that a collective bargaining without strike cannot be
regarded as collective bargaining. Moreover, aforementio-
ned right to collective bargaining was recognized only to
the “authorized” union. Given the incredible increase in
the number of pro-government union members in Turkey
since 2002, it is obvious that it will not be the employees
and unions defending the rights of employees who will
use this authority. The government itself will make the
collective bargaining! Almost all legislative changes con-
cerning public employees are made according to the
governments and yellow union’s interests and purpose.
Our Confederation opens the paths closed to it by increa-
sing the organized strength at work places and streets; by
strikes and actions; by deciphering all anti-democratic,
unfair and unlawful practices in the public; that is, by
strengthening its struggle to realize the historical respon-
sibility loaded on its shoulders. 

KESK defending the rights of workers and fighting for the
democratization of the country since its establishment
has been exposing to various pressures. By the anti-demo-
cratic practices political power tries to weaken the labor
organizations’ struggle in Turkey. They are trying to create
unorganized, silent and subservient working group by
detentions, arrests and obstacles to organizations. The
political power shaping the legal field according to its
interests and policies is trying to quiet opponents, resis-
ting people by the laws which constitute a violation of

universal norms. Pressure and intimidation polices are
tried to be legal by anti-democratic laws such as Anti-
Terrorism Law. As an important opponent employee orga-
nization, our Confederation gets its share in the face of
these pressure policies. Recently, on 28 November, our 25
members including our General President were sentenced
to 6 years and 3 months imprisonment with the charge of
“being the member of terrorist organization”. We are
appealed the decision of the court and waiting for the
final decision of the Supreme Court. Today, our 33 mem-
bers are prisoners in the country’s several prisons.
Pressures, obstacles are not just limited to arrests and
detentions. Members of our Confederation, many of our
friends who enjoy trade union activities are subject to
arbitrary disciplinary actions, exiles and investigations.  

Despite all the pressures and intimidation policies, KESK
continues to defend the workers’ rights and we are unin-
terruptedly progressing on our road. We know that sooner
or later it will be employees and all the oppressed people
who win the struggle for a democratic, free and fair
country and world. 

Berivan Alata, International Department of KESK,
Confederation of Public Employees Trade Union of Turkey 
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July of 2011:
- Valentín Pacho, general vice secre-
tary of the World Trade Union
Federation  (FSM), testified in
Madrid in favour of Rafa Díez and
the rest of the accused in the
“Bateragune case”, on the 1st of
July.

August of 2011:
- The Secretary of International
Relations, Igor Urrutikoetxea, parti-
cipated in the 4th  “Our America
Trade Union Encounter ” (ESNA),
celebrated in Managua (Nicaragua)
at the end of August. The ESNA
brings together annually, the pro-
gressive and left wing Unions of
South America-and to it are also
invited various European Unions.

September of 2011:
- On the 15 and 16 of September,
Cedric Gina , the president of
NUMSA  was with us,  invited by
the LAB and the International
Union  of  Metal and Mine Unions
(UIS-M). 

- Gaizka Uharte, member of the
National Committee of LAB, partici-
pated in the workshop celebrated
in Barcelona on the 17th of
September on the subject of the
contribution of the Trade Union
Movement  to the sovereign pro-
cesses.

- Joxean Izquierdo and Jon
Etxebarria, delegates of the Dock of
Pasaia and members of the
International Department, partici-
pated in the annual European
Assembly of the International
Dockworkers Council  (IDC), which
was held in Sweden from the 20th
to the 22nd of September.

- On the 29th of September, LAB
and the Ipar Hegoa Foundation,
organized in Donostia (San
Sebastian),  an International
Conference about the crisis in the
European Union and the Trades
Unions struggles which are
taking place on the continent. It
was well attended by the the
public. Also participating were
PAME (Greece), USB (Italy), CGTP-
IN (Portugal) and Sinn Fein
(Ireland). 

October of 2011:
- LAB participated in the European
Day Against The Cutbacks celebra-
ted in London on the 1st of October.
- On the 3rd of October, coinciding
with the world day of mobilisation
called for by the World Trade Union
Federation (FSM), LAB organized
meetings of the delegates and
demonstrations in Iruñea
(Pamplona) and Gasteiz (Vitoria).

- LAB participated in the Congress of
the PIT-CNT celebrated in
Montevideo (Uruguay) from the 5th
to the 9th of October.
-In solidarity with Greek workers, LAB
organized a morning rally in front of
the Greek Consulate in Bilbao to
coincide with the General Strike in
Greece of the 19th of October, in
which 100 people participated. 

- Igor Urrutikoetxea, General
Secretary of the UIS-M, participa-
ted in the Congress of the Union of
Metal of Portugal (Fiequimetal), on
the 20th and 21st of October.

- Jeronimo Prieto, LAB member of
the North of the Basque Country
(Basque area under French admi-
nistration), participated in a mee-
ting about transport at European
level, which took place in France.

- Arantzi Sarasola, Secretary of the
Federation of Public Services, parti-
cipated in the European conference
of the International Union of Public
Service Unions (UIS-SP), which took
place in  Rome (Italy) on the 26th
and  27th.

- Igor Urrutikoetxea , General
Secretary of the UIS-M and
International Relations Secretary of
LAB, gave various talks between the
26th and the 31st of October, and
participated in bilateral meetings
with Cosatu and Numsa, the Union
of Metal, in South Africa, as well as
meeting Unions and Parties oppo-
sed to the regime of the absolutist
monarchy of Swaziland.

November of 2011:
- The LAB delegate  of the
Federation of Public Services, Sabin
del  Bado, participated in the CLAD
encounter, which was celebrated at

WE 
SAID, 
WE
DID...…
LAB has continued in its
undertaking of significant
international activity over
the past months. Various
board members have parti-
cipated in several internatio-
nal events. Below is a sum-
mary of the main activities: 
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the beginning of November in Asuncion
(Paraguay). In addition, he had previously
been in Argentina on the 28th of October,
where he participated in the workshop orga-
nized by the Union of State Workers (ATE).

- Arantza Ibargoien, member of the National
Committee of  Metal of LAB, participated in
the “ First International Encounter about the
situation of women in the metal sector and
mines¨,  organized by the  International
Union of  Metal and Mine Unions (UIS-M). It
was celebrated in  Havana (Cuba) from the
17th to the 19th of November.

- LAB participated in a video-conference
organized by the Trade Union Solidarity
Movement (MSS) of Puerto Rico.

December of 2011:
- A talk took place in the Iruñea headquar-
ters of LAB with the Gaza Trade Unionist
Fayez Elemare, vice president of the  ILCU
Union of Palestine. In the morning he visited
the  Parliament of Navarre, where he met
with representatives of the different Political
Parties.

- LAB participated in the Congress of the
Andalusian Union of Workers (SAT), 
celebrated in Seville on the 17th and  18th of
December.

January of 2012:
- LAB received a delegation in the Bilbao
headquarters, of the COS Union of Catalonia
which had come to participate in the
demonstration in favour of  Basque political
prisoners on the 7th of January.

- LAB participated in the delegation of the
“Gernika Agreement” which visited Catalonia
on the 18th of January.

- Jon Etxebarria, member of the International
Department gave various talks in different
cities of Italy (Naples, Florence and Milan),
organized by the local committees of
“Friends of the Basque Country” where he
explained the struggles of the pro-indepen-
dence trade-unionism and its´ contribution
to the overall struggle in the Basque Country.

- LAB participated in the Congress of the
CGTP-IN celebrated in Lisbon (Portugal) from
the 26th to the 28th of January.

- LAB gave a financial contribution to the
CATH Union of Haiti to help with its work
following the devastating effects of the
earthquake in Haiti.




