
On 13th October, the Spanish police arrested Rafael Díez
Usabiaga and 9 other activists of the pro-independence
left-wing. Rafael Díez Usabiaga had been the General
Secretary of LAB for 20 years. Their only “crime” was to
make meetings to talk about political issues and to fight
in favour of socialist and pro-independence ideas. On
17th October, tenth of thousands of people took part in
a demonstration in San Sebastian organized by all the
Basque trade unions to demand their immediate release.
Moreover, during those days, more than 70 labour cen-
trals all around the world, as well as the World
Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU), showed their sup-
port. Thanks to all of you for being there.

Rafa llibertat!
Rafa liberdade!
¡Libertad para Rafa!
Liberté pour Rafa!
Freedom for Rafa!
Azadî ji bo Rafa!
Rafa'ya Özgürlük!

Rafa llibertat!
Rafa liberdade!
¡Libertad para Rafa!
Liberté pour Rafa!
Freedom for Rafa!
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You are reading the second issue of Euskal Herritik mundura!
(From the Basque Country to the world), the digital magazi-
ne on international issues, which the trade union LAB started
publishing last year.

The objective of the publication is simple, as well as ambi-
tious: to inform all those friend unions about the situation of
policies, trade unions, society and economy in the Basque
Country, so they have first hand information about the work
carried out by LAB and the events taking place in our country.
This is why we publish this magazine in Spanish, French and
English.

But this is not the only aim: we also deal with other situa-
tions, other interesting struggles and we try to inform about
them. For example, in this issue, we inform about Palestine,
Cyprus, Bolivia or Colombia, among others. Because LAB
thinks that proletarian internationalism has to be more than
a word; it has to be a reality. That is why we want to support
the struggles we consider fair.

In this issue we want to thank our collaborators, members of
LAB and other trade unions and activists, as you will realize in
the signature of the articles. Without their help, we could not
have published this magazine. At the same time, we want to
encourage other colleagues of LAB and other friend organi-
zations to send their articles for the next issue. YOUR HELP IS
NECESSARY. Obviously, LAB does not have to endorse or agree
all the ideas written in the articles. But we have to admit that
all the contents we publish are, to a large extent, fair and
interesting, that is why we publish them.

LAB is mainly a labour central. But we are committed to the
class labour movement, to the social and political and figh-
ting spirit, and our magazine is a reflection of that. There are
also people in Europe who are committed to coherent and
class labour movement; this is more uncomfortable but
much more fair and rewarding; especially, in this times
where capitalism is in crisis.

Gora gu ta gutarrak! Long live we all and our people!

PS: You can publish the articles we send to you if you wish,
but please mention the source.
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During the last months, very
important events have taken
place around the world,
good and bad events. In this
issue, we analyze some of
them, as analyzing all of
them would be impossible.
Next, you will find the sum-
mary of some international
news we consider important:

- On 7th June 2009, elections to the
European Parliament were held.
Apart from the electoral rigging in
the Spanish State, results were quite
worrying for the left-wing, in gene-
ral. Unfortunately, the right-wing
was the big winner. The left-wing
won 35 seats (Euro MPs) and the
right-wing won 319 out of 736.
“Social-democrat” MPs are in betwe-
en two wings in theory, but they end
up being closer to the right-wing.
Therefore, it can be foreseen that
right-wing and conservative policies
will continue in the European Union.

- On 13th October, the Spanish police
arrested Rafael Díez Usabiaga and 9
other activists of the pro-indepen-
dence left-wing. Rafael Díez
Usabiaga had been the General
Secretary of LAB for 20 years. Their
only “crime” was to make meetings
to talk about political issues and to
fight in favour of socialist and pro-
independence ideas. On 17th
October, tenth of thousands of peo-
ple took part in a demonstration in
San Sebastian organized by all the
Basque trade unions to demand
their immediate release. Moreover,

during those days, more than 70
labour centrals all around the world,
as well as the World Federation of
Trade Unions (WFTU), showed their
support. Thanks to all of you for
being there.

- At the end of June 2009, the most
fascist and reactionary right-wing in
Honduras, led by Micheleti, moun-
ted a coup d'état against the legiti-
mate government of Manuel Zelaya.
President Zelaya, the working class
of Honduras, the trade union move-
ment and popular sectors started to
fight to defend democracy, whilst
the pro-coup government was inter-
nationally isolated. Unfortunately, at
the end of November, they held sta-
ged elections and elected a new pre-
sident with the only purpose of
removing Zelaya from office. Now,
the challenge for the international
community is not to accept the stra-
tagem and to demand the restitu-
tion of the legitimate president,
Manuel Zelaya.

- On 31st December 2009, the young
Basque writer Asel Luzarraga was
arrested in Chile. He lived in the
Mapuche area and he has been the
victim of a police set-up. He was
unfoundedly accused of putting
several bombs and using political
violence to protest against the
situation of the Mapuche people.
When we wrote these lines, he was
still imprisoned, although the evi-
dences against him were not consis-
tent. LAB members want to show
him our support and to demand his
immediate release: Asel askatu!
(Free Asel!)

- The human right activist Aminatu
Haidar was on a hunger strike in
November and December, after
being unfairly expelled by Moroccan
authorities, when she was going
back home to occupied Sahara. The
Spanish State accepted to “deport”
her to Lanzarote (in the Canary
Islands). So Haidar decided to begin a
hunger strike to protest against that
unfair situation. A wave of support
grew all around the world and it
highlighted the need for a fair solu-
tion based on the self-determination
right for Sahara. In the end, Morocco
had to allow Haidar back home, to
the unfairly occupied Sahara.

- LAB has published a report entitled
LAB, sindicato de clase de Euskal
Herria (LAB, Basque class trade
union) which summarizes in 30
pages the situation in the Basque
Country and LAB's trade, social and
political project. Our main objective
is to send this report to the interna-
tional labour centrals and organiza-
tions related to us, so that you know
us better. We have published it in
several languages (Spanish, French,
English and Italian, but we want to
publish it in German, Russian and
Arabic). You can find it in the
“International” section (Nazioartea
in Basque) in our web page:
www.labsindikatua.org 

- During the last four months of 2009,
several independence referendums
were held in some towns in Catalonia
(Spanish State). The first was Arenys de
Munt and there were some tens more
after. Congratulations to the organizers
of that lesson of democracy.

FLASHES
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Igor Urrutikoetxea 

(Secretary for International Relations of the Basque trade union LAB)

The fight for national freedom in the Basque Country
goes on. In the political field, the Basque people and,
especially, the Basque pro-independence party, are
facing an unlimited repression, comparable to the one
suffered during the darkest years of Francoism.

With the help of the European Union, where the coun-
tries keep quiet and look the other way, and its Court of
Injustice guarantees the Spanish repression policies, in
Euskal Herria (name of the Basque Country in Basque,
our language), we are suffering the reduction of our fre-
edom and an unprecedented and incomparable infrin-
gement of our civil and political rights in the field of the
EU: since 2002, more than ten political parties and coa-
litions, and hundreds of local platforms have been ban-
ned in various municipalities of the Basque Country.
These last ten years, we have seen the closing of two
newspapers, a radio station, a magazine, the prohibition
of many pro-independence youth organisations, organi-
sations to defend the rights of the Basque political pri-
soners, hundreds of concentrations and peaceful
demonstrations of all kinds (even five-a-side football
matches and popular dinners have been prohibited!).

Some of the most remarkable examples of the excep-
tion state the pro-independence Basque workers are

suffering are the serious irregularities during the count
in the last European election, in June 2009 ; the arrest
and imprisonment of Rafa Díez (Secretary General of
our union, LAB, until the 2008 congress) and 4 other
political leaders of the Basque pro-independence party
for just one crime: meeting to look for new paths that
will help our Country overcome the political conflict we
are living; the imprisonment of almost 40 young
Basque boys and girls for being committed and politi-
cally and socially active, or the arrest of Basque lawyer
Joseba Agudo, known for his work in several countries,
as a defender of the rights of Basque exiles. Besides, in
December 2009 started the trial against the journalists
and the managers of the Basque newspaper Egunkaria,
and the disappearance of Basque activist Ion Anza in
France has not been solved yet. These are all signs of a
new episode of dirty war: A dirty war with sad memo-
ries in Euskal Herria (GAL), which showed the direct
involvement of police and parapolice elements of the
Spanish State.

However, not everything is negative: a wall is being cre-
ated against the repressive situation, with a greater
involvement of the society and the Basque political par-
ties. A clear example of that are the demonstrations
called by the Basque union majority against the arrest
of Rafa Díez and the rest of our colleagues; the demons-
tration against the Egunkaria trial, which brought a
wide political and social range of people, or the
demonstration called by several Basque pro-indepen-
dence political parties, which gathered more than
40,000 people in Bilbao last 2nd January 2010, to
defend the rights of the Basque political prisoners, after
being prohibited by the Spanish courts.

Besides, everything indicates that we are about to start
a process, where all the political parties, unions and pro-
independence social agents which want the Basque
Country to be able to decide its future democratically
and peacefully will join forces, with no external interfe-
rence or any kind of violence, and the only limitation
being the clearly expressed will of the majority of the
Basque society.

The pro-independence forces and the banned left-wing
party (which, even being illegal, is the main political
force of the Basque left-wing) have repeated once and
again that they want a new negotiation process, and

Brief chronicle
about politics 
and unions 
IN THE BASQUE
COUNTRY
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that they will respect the freely
expressed will of the majority of
the Basque society. Spanish par-
ties PSOE and PP, which are
currently governing the Basque
Autonomous Community unlaw-
fully, as 15 % of the Basque voters
were excluded in the last elec-
tion,1 don't want to accept and
comply with the decision of the
majority of the Basque society.
What do they fear? The freely
expressed will of the Basque
Country? However, the path is cle-
arly defined and, sooner or later,
the solution of the political con-
flict that confronts Euskal Herria
with Spain and France will have to
be based in democratic decisions,
such as the one mentioned above.
There are two premises: the word
of the majority of the Basque
society must be respected, and
the principle of territoriality must
be acknowledged above the false
administrative divisions of the
Basque Nation imposed during
the last years.

Basque Country: also diffe-
rent in the union field

Euskal Herria, the Basque Country,
has a different reality in the union
field, compared to the rest of the
Spanish State. While due to the
capitalist economic crisis the
whole world is suffering, we are
facing a 13 % unemployment rate
in our country, almost 170,000
people, the Basque trade union
movement saw the need to ans-
wer before that reality, and we
called a General Strike for 21st
May 2009, to defend employment

and against an administration
that cuts public expenses and
deteriorates the public sector.

In spite of the intoxicating work
of the INcommunicative media, in
spite of the opposition of the
right-wing parties and PSOE
(which are the same), and in spite
of the boycott of the Spanish and
reformist unions CCOO-UGT, the
General Strike was a complete
success. You can read a wide
assessment of that strike in this
number.2

In this magazine, you can also
read the decalogue3 used by the
trade unions that called the 21st
May General Strike, and for which
we have called several mobilisa-
tions during the last months, as
well as a huge signature collec-
tion. The demands that appear in
the decalogue talk about the
defence of employment, the
strong opposition to dismissals,
an increase of public expenses in
health and education, the impor-
tance of the public sector in eco-
nomy, and the need for the union
agents to have the right to partici-
pate actively in the public policies,
the defence of labour and union
rights in this time of crisis, and
the demand of a Basque
Framework for Labour Relations.

In short, Euskal Herria, the Basque
Country and the left-wing of this
country keep fighting everyday to
defend our future in every area:
politics, economics, social and
union movement. Only fighting
everyday we will get that free and
socialist Euskal Herria, fraternal to
all the countries of the world.

1 See article Fraude electoral en el estado
español en las elecciones al parlamento
europeo celebradas en junio de 2009
(Election fraud in Spain at the European
Parliament elections in June 2009) in this
magazine
2 See article “The value of the strike”
3 See article Diez medidas urgentes para
hacer frente a la crisis (Ten urgent measures
to face the crisis).
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Iñigo Bilbao  (Health Representative of LAB)

Let's think about an election process. On the polling day,
at the time of the count and in a small part of the polling
area, thousands of votes are given to other candidates.
Some stations don't receive the ballots or they are des-
troyed. Thousands of votes to that candidate are counted
as null or blank. Once the fraud is detected, on the follo-
wing days, representatives of that electoral group can
not access the counts ordered by the authorities, many of
them are kicked out with violence by the police... 

Where would we locate that election? The media contro-
lled by the great capital would have no doubt: cocky and
with an Eurocentristic attitude, they would say it happe-
ned in some «left-wing dictatorship», or that media that
controls the INcommunication in the Spanish State
would talk about Iran or Myanmar,… 

We are sorry to disappoint you, but that place is the
Spanish State. The election process was the European
Parliament election, last 7th June. And the above mentio-
ned candidate that suffered the fraud was Iniciativa
Internacionalista-La Solidaridad entre los Pueblos
(Internationalist Initiative-Solidarity Among the People).  

Totalitarianism of the Spanish State.

In practice, the Spanish State carries out a totalitarian
regime regarding the Basque Country. The forces in
power and the State apparatus that come from
Francoism have not suffered any purge during the last
three decades. It is only make-up that tries to sell, insi-
de and outside, a picture of Spain as a democratic and
advanced country, where the «State of justice» prevails.
And the corresponding presidents, such as Mr Zapatero
right now, only manage those practices, however they
can. The left-wing pro-independence fight in Euskal
Herria is still a State matter. That is where the Spanish
State shows its real face, with no make-up, brutally. The
last European election was a remarkable turning point
in that field, as it opened a very interesting path for
both the Basque pro-independence left-wing and the

antagonistic forces of the Spanish State. Therefore, it
has forced the government to take a new step in its
repressive spiral.

The election process.

First, we must remember the situation of the pro-inde-
pendence left-wing before the election. Many years of
prohibited social organisations, media, political parties
and electoral candidates. Almost all the leaders of
Batasuna, the biggest party of the pro-independence
left-wing are in prison. There is a constant repression
against every activity, special laws are created, there are
special exception courts created during Francoism,
methodical torture, extermination policy, dirty war with
the disappearance of Basque activist Jon Anza included,
etc. In short, everything is allowed against the project of
the pro-independence left-wing.

Within this prohibition framework, the candidature of
Iniciativa Internacionalista- La Solidaridad entre los
Pueblos (II-SP from now on) was born for the European
Parliament election.

Internationalist Initiative was created as a result of the
union of several left-wing and pro-independence forces.
Its political programme included national demands of
several countries oppressed by Spain and the fight
against capitalism and the lack of democratic guarante-
es existing in the Spanish State. This way, it literally sug-
gested articulating a political proposal that includes
class answers to the capitalist crisis and fights for the
national rights of the countries as two indissoluble ele-
ments. Therefore, it demands the need of internationa-
lism and the solidarity among the various fights as a way
to face the common enemy: the national, gender and
class oppression exerted by the Spanish State.

II-SP presented Alfonso Sastre as head of the list and can-
didate for the European Parliament; a well-known writer
and playwright, always committed to popular fights.
Before the prohibition policy and the impossibility of pre-
senting its own candidacy, the Basque pro-independence
left-wing decided to support the II-SP candidacy. That's
when the persecution began.

ELECTORAL FRAUD in the spanish state in the
european parliament elections that took place in
june 2009
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A brutal media campaign of crimi-
nalisation against the candidacy
and against Alfonso Sastre began
immediately. Las 11th May 2009, the
Election Board declared legal the II-
SP candidacy. Immediately, the
Spanish government asked the
State Attorney General to request
its overturning, which was declared
by the Special Courtroom of the
Supreme Court on 16th May. That
judgement was appealed against
the Constitutional Court, which also
accepted de lawfulness of the can-
didacy. With very little time left, an
election campaign full of persecu-
tion, criminalisation and informa-
tion boycott was carried out. Even
Nobel Peace Prize Adolfo Pérez
Esquivel wrote a letter to president
Zapatero, where he asked him to
intercede and avoid antidemocratic
actions that reduce the right of the
Spanish people to receive informa-
tion and express freely, to express
their ideas, even those we don't
share.

Still, the forces in power saw the
illusion that II-SP created in wide
social and political sectors. Before
the possibility of having very good
results and Alfonso Sastre being a
Euro MP, the state decided to take a
qualitative step in its repression
strategy: it prepared a full electoral
fraud. If there was any doubt about
the democratic quality of the
Spanish State, it is gone: even its
sacrosanct and well-controlled mid-
dle-class representative system
doesn't work as it should.

Indeed, on 7th June, both issues are
confirmed. II-SP obtains very good
electoral results , even better taking
into account that they are European
elections and the repression condi-
tions suffered during the whole
campaign. On the other hand, there
is an electoral fraud, which is scan-

dalous within the European Union,
which doesn't let II-SP have a Euro
MP. In order to understand all the
aspects of the case, we could say
that if, in the Basque Autonomous
Community , with II-SP inspectors in
all the stations, the Election Board
admitted that 1,388 votes where
given to «other candidates» (that is
more than 1 % of the votes obtained
in the territory); what must have
happened in other places where
there wasn't such a hard follow-up?
It is not one or two votes; we are tal-
king about thousands of ballots.

The silence of democrats

We should expect that those who
give democracy lessons every day to
all of us would protest before such
an electoral fraud. They did not. 

Silence and excuses to hide what
can not be hidden, but it only shows
the real reactionary attitude of the
powers in force in the Spanish
State. Besides, the great mass
media of the Spanish State talked
endlessly about an alleged electoral
fraud in Iran, while they remained
quiet and turned a blind eye before
the irregularities in the count pro-
cess of the European election in the
Spanish State.

And what does Europe say? The
European Union that tries to impo-
se its model of alleged «democracy»
in other countries, that examines
thoroughly the elections in
Venezuela, has not said a word
about an unprecedented electoral
scandal in its recent history.
Ironically, this scandal happened in
the election to vote the new
European Parliament. It is very easy
to explain: the fight of Euskal Herria
and the political project of the

Basque pro-independence left-wing
is one of the most active fronts in
the Europe of the States and the
Capital that they want to impose us
at all costs. In a mistaken calcula-
tion, the states of the EU are allo-
wing the repressive and antidemo-
cratic policy of the Spanish State.

History has shown that repression
and police will not end a historically
rooted political conflict that will
only be solved through negotiation
and dialogue.

Conclusions

After the 7th June election, II-SP
appealed against the process due to
the proved irregularities that had
taken place. In a new repressive
attack, Zapatero's government sug-
gested prohibition again. Anyway,
two things are clear.

First of all, in the Spanish State, the
minimal democratic conditions to
defend any political project on
equal terms does not exist, and
even less if it is a left-wing project.

Second, the creation of II-SP was a
political success, as it prevented the
objective of the State of isolating
the fights of the various countries
and of all the social movements
with a common enemy: the reactio-
nary Spanish nationalism and its
unmistakable promotion of a capi-
talist, patriarchal and repressive
system, as the best example of the
Saint Inquisition.

From the various fighting sectors,
we must demand internationalism
as a duty and a necessity to pro-
gress towards social change. That
will make us keep taking steps
towards victory.

1 In the whole Spanish State, it had 175,000 votes, from which 138,000 were obtained in Euskal Herria (that is 13,50 % of the total, being
the only election force that increased the quantity of votes). And all of this without taking into account the votes stolen through the
electoral fraud.
2 The Basque Autonomous Community: one of the two administration units (together with the Community of Navarre) that makes up
the Basque Country under Spanish rule. It has about 2,100,000 inhabitants.
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Zaloa Ibeas 
(Head of the Women Area of LAB)

We ended the year 2009 taking a
step forward towards equal oppor-
tunities and against the discrimina-
tion women suffer in employment. 

On 5 and 6 November 2009, the First
Conference on Working Women in
Europe organized by the European
Regional Office of WFTU was held in
Prague. LAB took part with the slo-
gan “Equity for all people, everywhe-
re in the world”.

Several issues were dealt with, but
all of them went in the same direc-
tion: the problems working women
have to face in their daily life. 

There are some policies that infringe
labour rights at the European, regio-
nal and national level, and women
are the most affected. There are
210,360,000 workers in Europe.
99,652,000 of them are women,
that is, 47.4%. 

Although women have entered the
labour market, most of us have an
“informal” job, without a contract,
with the worst work conditions,
with low wages and in the worst
position of the labour market.
Moreover, as a consequence of the
present patriarchal system, we are in
charge of all tasks, including several
care tasks. This situation worsens

the difficulties we have to face to
enter the labour market with equal
conditions.

All the participants of the conferen-
ce think that taking part in trade
unions and collective bargaining
processes is not enough for impro-
ving our situation. Trade unions have
to work harder to encourage women
to take active part in them and they
have to go beyond that. They have to
address their global strategies in
favour of women's struggle and
equal opportunities. 

Therefore, we made several commit-
ments, for instance: to create a net-
work of European women for mem-
bers of the European Regional Office
of WFTU, so they can exchange
information and supervise subjects
working women have to face; to
encourage women to take part in
trade unions and to guarantee gen-
der equality in every field; to inform
working women about their rights,
to search new ways so that women
with informal and unsafe jobs get
themselves organized; to eradicate
sex-based discrimination, to fight
for full employment, decent wages
and conditions and measures to
balance work and family.

We should promote structural chan-
ges in policies that increase differen-
ces between men and women,
because they perpetuate the addi-
tional nature of women's work.

The fight for equity does not have to
be a women's issue, but a struggle
for all the people who want to live in
a fairer society, and thus, a struggle
for the whole working class.

Therefore, the representatives of
those trade unions who met in
Prague decided to create the
Women's Secretariat of the WFTU at
a European level. 

We, members of LAB, commit oursel-
ves to take part in this organization
together with our colleagues from
the Galician CUT trade union and
representatives of other European
trade unions from Cyprus, the
Canary Islands and Portugal, among
others.

For LAB the struggle for equal oppor-
tunities is not a new challenge.
Since 2000, LAB committed to start
the first equal opportunities plan.
Since then, we have taken a lot of
steps forward in the struggle of
women's rights. However, we know
that we still have lots of work ahead.
This is why we consider that this
challenge is very positive for the
WFTU to continue advancing. It is
very important and necessary that
women continue working and to get
ourselves organized in the labour
movement. In this way, we want
that all those reasons that unite
women today be what unites all the
working class tomorrow.

LAB took part  at the conference on working
women in europe
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Ángeles Maestro (Doctor and member of Corriente Roja, Madrid)

The search for profit, which is more and more limited,
makes the capital spread its debt and speculation, pro-
mote wars and occupations to plunder raw materials
and, mostly, to penetrate sectors where profitability is
ensured and there is no risk: public services.

In Western Europe, the United Kingdom was the first in
1976, before the arrival of M. Thatcher. That year, Labour
Prime Minister J. Callahan asked for a loan to the IMF and
recieved it, in exchange for drastic cuts in public expenses
and privatisations. In 1979, with M. Thatcher, the process
became faster. The defeat of the 1984/85 mining strike
and the responsibility of the union management in it are
characteristic of the beginning of a backward process in
the class fight and social conquests that got worse and
worse until our days.

In the Spanish State: Transition and confusion
strategy.

The spreading of neoliberal policies and their relationship
with attacks against essential social conquest happened
with the Spanish Transition, when the political reforma-
tion done by the dictatorship had to be legitimated befo-
re people. Therefore, a slow but demolishing process was
designed, from the big media that questions and critici-
ses everything public, as it is «wasteful», «bureaucratic»,
«inefficient», «supporter of government privileges», etc.

In the middle of the Transition, there was a premonitory
decision. The Health Counsellor of the Provisional
Government of the Generalitat of Catalonia, Ramón
Espasa from PSUC, before an inefficient public health
(25%) and a bankrupted private health, instead of inte-
grating its people and facilities of the private system in
the public sector, he financed its relaunchement to arran-
ge all the health care with the private sector. 

Three key laws in health, that were widely requested
since the fight against Dictatorship were born castrated
in their initial ideas for the progress in the development

of public resources and social control: the General Health
Law (1986), the Medicine Law (1990) and the Law on
Labour Risk Prevention (1995), which used to be called
Workplace Health. 

The privatising script: «mixing with the lands-
cape»

In 1989, in Great Britain, a white paper called Working for
Patients, for the privatisation of the most important
health public service in Europe was published. That report
became a programme for the commodification and busi-
ness management of the health service.

With the same purpose, in 1990, the Chamber of Deputies
created a Committee for the Reformation of the Health
System, with Francoist businessman Abril Martorell as its
president, the absolute majority of PSOE and the support
of all the Parliament groups, except BNG and IU. Even if
the powerful popular pressure stopped the introduction
of the co-payment that it preached, the budget and orga-
nising measures for the privatisation were introduced
one by one, since 1991, first in the INSALUD with PSOE,
and then in the autonomous communities, whatever the
party in the government was. 

The generally established strategy was to dismantle the
strategy slowly, break it down to privatise all the profita-
ble parts, and establish business management in all the
public health services; that is, saving and economic profi-
tability objectives:

- Cleaning services, kitchens, maintenance, laundry servi-
ce, security, medical histories' files, lab, radiology, etc. were
privatised.

- Precariousness was introduced massively among health
workers. 

- Slowly but systematically, staff and public beds were redu-
ced, while the arrangement of surgeries and diagnostic
tests with private health was more and more spread.

- The neoliberal ideological hegemony was established
with almost no resistance from those professionals that

The long process towards 
THE PRIVATISATION OF HEALTH
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accepted as a «modernisation» and «technical chan-
ges» all the structural transformations in the organisa-
tion and economic administration of the services, such
as: the separation between financing – always public –
and the management and supply of services that could
be public or private; the programme contract, the servi-
ce portfolio, the cost per process, etc. that assess and
finance the services, depending on the objectives of the
activity, and not the improvement of the health of
population.

- The alleged business efficiency due to the saving in the
cost of the treatment (shorter average stay, less staff, etc.)
is related to the exponential growth of the health expen-
ses and the deterioration of the quality: the re-hirings
increase, the pharmaceutical expenses rise, the lawsuits
for medical errors or bad practice also increase, the indi-
cators that would allow to asses the quality of the atten-
tion according to the health objectives are hidden.

The direct entrance of private capital in health
services

According to Law 15/97 on New Management Ways, voted
in the state parliament by PP, PSOE, PNV, CiU and CC, every
hospital, social or health centre, or health centre can be
managed by any kind of institution existing in law; there-
fore, it allows the mass entrance of the private company
to the management and the service supply.

The Bolkestein Directive of the EU, which has been appro-
ved by pieces, establishes the privatisation of all the social
services and the condition of the companies of other
European countries not to have to exert the work and
quality control rules of the country where they are wor-
king, but the rules of the one they are coming from. 

The modifications in the Framework Statute have been
systematically directed to reduce the work rights of the
health workers, a sector with a huge level of precarious-
ness. Some autonomous parliaments have developed
rules that open more and more the legal framework of
endless privatisation by the Health Department with
competencies of the High Inspection, or by the Treasury
of the Social Security, before the transference of some of
its buildings to private companies, or by City Councils
which, on the contrary, transfer public land to build priva-
tely managed hospitals.

The privatisation process has reached its peak in Madrid
and Valencia , where new PFI (Private Financing Initiative)
hospitals are being built. The matter is the following: on
public land, a company or a temporary consortium builds
and runs the hospital for 30 years, providing service in
some areas, and receiving some money in exchange for
the use of the building and a per cápita amount for the
people it takes care of. The «support» services (radiology,
lab, sterilisation, restaurants, parking, etc.) are subcon-
tracted with other companies and, therefore, there are 20
or 30 different companies managing their part .

The most serious problems take place in the employment
area. That is where the economic profitability of health is
fought, and what defines mostly the quality of a service.
In those new hospitals, the health employees (doctors
and nurses), between 4,000 and 5,000 professionals,
come from public hospitals that have seen the quick
deterioration of precarious and overcrowding situation.
The lack of employees, the long working hours, the lack of
coordination among companies within the hospital and
the lack of equipment are affecting severely the quality of
the assistance. In spite of the obscurantism as regards
information, media has found out about the closing of
services due to the neglect of its professionals , the
widespread requests for the health employees to return
to public hospitals, or the spectacular increase of reports
due to bad practise or medical mistakes.

We can not forget that the disaster happened within the
most shameful silence of CC.OO., UGT and other corpora-
te unions and PSOE's institutional opposition, which the
PP reported very quietly and with obvious electoral pur-
poses, knowing that in other autonomous communities,
their policy is essentially the same, including Catalonia,
where it governs with IC and ERC.

In spite of all those difficulties in Madrid, during the last
year, there were important mobilisations called unitarily
by little collectives gathered around three organisations:
the Coordinating Committee of Public Health Workers,
MATUSALÉN and Casmadrid. Between 20,000 and 25,000
people have gone out this year to report PP's privatisa-
tions, as well as its union and political accessories, and to
demand the derogation of Law 15/9, in the middle of the
most outstanding media silence and the active boycott of
the union leaderships, showing that – even in difficult
conditions – resisting is possible.

1 A lot of documents about the privatisation processes in those autonomous communities and other states like Sweden, Great Britain, Canada,
etc., as well as about the popular mobilisations against them, can be found at www.casmadrid.org and www.misaludnoesunnegocio.net
2A pedagogic explaining document of the PFI model and its comparison with the public management of hospitals can be found at: El negocio
del futuro ya está aquí: los nuevos hospitales de Madrid (The business of the future is already here: the new hospitals of Madrid) www.cas-
madrid.org Section: 
DOCUMENTS
3 http://misaludnoesunnegocio
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In capitalism, the states are the agents of private
interests, above any ethical or human considera-
tion. Following such logic, a bilateral Free Trade
Agreement between Colombia and Peru with the
European Union is being discussed.

The involved countries are well known for viola-
ting human rights over and over, and for their
high levels of inequality and poverty. Colombia is
the most dangerous country in the world for
trade unionists. Since 1986, when the United
Workers Central was created, 2,711 trade unionists
have been killed. In 2009, there were 40 assassi-
nations. The attacks against workers have coinci-
ded with labour conflicts, strikes and privatisa-
tions. The lists of the dead workers have been
written in the state intelligence offices.

Syndicalists are one of the objectives of state
terrorism, but they are not the only one. The list
of victims is endless, and it includes student lea-
ders, peasants, neighbourhood leaders, the heads
of women organisations, natives, Afro Colombian
people and defenders of human rights. More
than 40,000 violations of human rights commit-
ted by state agents and paramilitary groups, bet-
ween 1966 and 1998 have been recorded.

A state and business structure against unions
must be added to such extermination policy. That
structure combines laws against the right of
association, with the criminalisation and prose-
cution of the union activity. 

Next, we will mention some of the reasons why
social organisations object the Agreement:

FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS,
a new way to colonise Latin America

The approval of such kind of agreements will affect European
citizens with the disappearance of jobs and the deterioration of
work conditions. Solidarity and the coordination of actions
among north and south countries are needed.

The approval of the Agreement is a priority for Rodríguez
Zapatero's government (and 170 Spanish companies), and its
approval would involve ratifying a genocidal government like
the one in Colombia. The most important consequence would
be the approval of other agreements that have not been signed
due to the situation of human rights in Colombia and the popu-
lar pressure from countries like the United States and Canada.

LUZ HELENA RAMÍREZ HACHE
Movimiento de Víctimas de Crímenes de Estado (Colombia)
www.movimientodevictimas.org

- It hinders the chance to promote national deve-
lopment policies that benefit most of the popula-
tion, and only favours transnational companies and
local elites.

- It aggravates the existing friction between the
countries of the Andean area.

- It liberalises the access to natural resources and
strategic sectors (natural, mining and energy
resources, biodiversity, primitive knowledge, public
services) ambitioned by European transnational
companies.

- It worsens poverty and exclusion, affecting basic
rights such as: health, food, etc.

- The most affected populations will be those
which have been historically excluded: those des-
cending from the African and natives. There has
not been any participation channel for the civil
society either.
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National Union School – Labour Information Agency (Colombia)

The violence against trade unions has not gone down in Colombia; it has been as strong as always during 2009.
Thirteen days before the end of the year, the records of the ENS (National Union School of Colombia) reported
the assassination of 37 trade unionists. This number is worrying, yet it is lower, compared to the number of peo-
ple killed in the previous two years (39 in 2007, and 49 in 2008). 

But, this year too, union members have been suffering several threats, displacements, arbitrary detentions,
harassing, torture, illegal breakings and disappearances. Besides, 7 attempts of murder were registered; fortuna-
tely, they did not succeed. 

We must highlight that some of those records might increase when the data from the whole country is consoli-
dated, which usually happens by the end of January. 

In the list of homicides, there are 16 union leaders; 43.3 % of the total. This fact shows that violence has focused
on attacking the leaders and the heads of the unionist movement. Such percentage exceeds the historical data,
according to which, about 25.8 % of the dead are union leaders. 

Among the dead, there are 34 men and 3 women. One of those women was dentist Vilma Cárcamo Blanco,
ANTHOC's union leader, who, together with other leaders, leaded the demonstrations in Magangué (Bolívar), in
order to claim the payment of outstanding salaries and put pressure on the negotiation of the requests made
by the workers of the health area.

The last homicide happened last 27th November in Saravena, Arauca. The victim was Alberto Jaimes Pabón,
member of Fensuagro. This union has suffered violence the most: 6 of its members have been killed. Asedar had
3 victims, and Anthoc and Ademacor had 2.

By areas, the greatest violence against the union movement took place in the Arauca department, with 8 cases
of homicide. Other affected areas were Santander with 4, Córdoba with 3 and Bolívar and Risaralda with 2 each.

A historical retrospective shows that, in the las 24 years, violence against unions in Colombia has had 2,719 vic-
tims, there have been 4,400 threats, more than 1,600 people displaced, there were more than 600 arbitrary
arrests, 280 harassing, there have been, at least, 238 attempts of murder against union members, 190 disappea-
rances, 162 kidnappings, 79 cases of torture, 47 illegal breakings and, at least, three members of the families of
trade unionists have been killed in retaliation for the political activity of the workers.

In 2009, the violence against trade unions in
Colombia persisted
37 members of the trade unions have been killed this year
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1. Which were the initial purposes of the orga-
nisation you represent?

DWRC was created in 1993, in order to build a democratic
Palestinian State, where freedom, democracy and human
rights are supreme values. In order to achieve such purpo-
se, we focus our efforts on the Palestinian workers, on the
defence of their rights, their training, and the creation of
new democratic organisation forms and an appropriate
work market. In our programme, we offer many things,
such as legal advice, training courses and a wide range of
activities. Our main office is in Ramallah, and we have ano-
ther office in Gaza. There are 47 workers and 25 volunteers.

2. How would you describe the current politi-
cal situation in Palestine?

The political situation is very complicated. The peace pro-
cess has failed and the objectives established by the
Palestinian people have not been achieved. Israel keeps
stealing the land, building establishments and maintai-
ning the occupation, the siege and the closing of territo-
ries. The Palestinian society can not keep walking in an
occupied country and in such conditions. We hope the
Palestinian National Authority will assume its failure
someday.

3. And what about Hamas?

The role played by Hamas is limited to Gaza. The fact that
it won the election caused the blackmail of the interna-
tional community, which did not want to accept the
results which had been achieved democratically. And the

INTERVIEW with Hasan Bargouthi, manager of the Democracy and Workers' Rights Centre in
Palestine (DWRC)

«We want the political solidarity that sup-
ports us as a fighting country that does not
surrender»

Hasan Bargouthi has arrived to Euskal

Herria for the first time invited by LAB,

within the Internationalist Conference

organised by Askapena every year. His

colleague Ameera Mustafa was invited

too, but the intentional delays of the

Spanish consulate made her visit impos-

sible. As a remarkable figure of the

Palestinian union movement, Hasan offe-

red us the chance to meet one of the

less known perspectives of the Israeli

occupation: the tough social and econo-

mic situation and the conditions of the

working class in Palestine.



punishment was the blocking of economic help, since our
economy depends on it to a great extent. Still, I don't think
Hamas will ever participate in any other election again.

4. What about the social and economic situation?

It is a difficult situation. Here you have some important
figures in order to understand reality: a 30 % unemploy-
ment rate –56 % in Gaza–; 65 % of the people lives below
poverty line; the per capita income is 12,000 dollars per
year; 30 % of the GDP comes from external donations...
Besides, there is no social protection system against
unemployment or retirement.

5. And the Palestinian people that work in
Israel?

They suffer even worse conditions. Beginning with the
risk on their own lives, they suffer all kinds of arbitrary
actions, under the threat of being reported to the Zionist
army. Often, they don't get paid, soldiers break their licen-
ses, when the frontiers close they can't go to work. Two
examples that describe very well the planned cruelty of
the Israeli occupation: all Palestinians working in Israel
have 1 % of their salaries deducted by the Israeli union,
which does not defend them, and 13 % is deducted for an
alleged pension fund that the Israeli government has
withheld since 1971. 

6. In this situation, what is the role of unions?

First of all, we must say there are 5 unions: three of them
are controlled by Al Fatah, one of them is controlled by
Hamas, and a really democratic one, the Federation of
Independent Unions of Palestine. The last one was created
in 2007, and it has been one of the successes of our orga-
nisation in its path to renew a Palestinian union move-
ment that is not controlled by political parties.

Therefore, the challenges are huge. We face the before
mentioned social and work situation, a highly corrupted
union space, immobilism, and the dependence on political
parties. As a result, our main fight is organising the
Palestinian working class and putting on pressure, in
order to achieve a non-existent social protection pro-
gramme against unemployment and retirement.

7. Which are the most important economic
fields in Palestine?

The most important sectors are the services sector and
agriculture. Industry is almost non-existent, and the little
there was left was mostly destroyed by the Israeli army.
For example, in the Gaza massacre, where more than 330
companies were destroyed.

The informal sector predominates with about 200,000
workers with no rights at all; most of them are women.

8. How would you describe the participation of
women in the work market?

Before, there was a 19 % participation, but now, and taking
into account that women are very active in the political
fight in Palestine, it has been reduced to 13 %. Some of
them work in the public sector, and the rest, as I said befo-
re, in the informal sector. The fight for the rights of
women and their complete integration in the work mar-
ket is one of the priorities of our organisation.

9. What do you think about the International
Boycott Campaign against Israel?

It is a very important step. I hope we get to see the results
of that campaign soon, and to end with the Israeli occu-
pation. Israel can not live isolated, as it depends a lot on its
various relationships and the money it receives. 

The boycott campaign is an excellent solidarity tool, as it
raises awareness about the political reality in Palestine,
and it helps to put external pressure on Israel. Besides, we
need to take Israeli war criminals before international
Human Right courts.

We don't want any solidarity based on our terrible situa-
tion. We want the political solidarity that supports us as a
fighting country that does not surrender.

10. Did you know about Euskal Herria?

I had read a lot about Euskal Herria's fight and Euskal
Herria. This visit will let me study it in depth.

11. What about the future in Palestine?

It is a very difficult situation, but we will keep fighting
until the occupation ends. We will never give up on that
objective.
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Beñat Zarrabeitia (member of the Association of families and
friends of Basque revolutionary prisoners, Etxerat)

Last April, it was 20 years since the Spanish State star-
ted applying the dispersion policy. The political deci-
sion was made by the Spanish Socialist Party, led by
Felipe González and Múgica Herzog. The Basque
Nationalist Party supported it and it has caused a lot
of suffering in the Basque Country. The objective of
the measure is to move Basque political prisoners
away from their social and emotional surroundings
and to destroy them personally and as political acti-
vists. It is a never-ending blackmail. Blackmail against
Basque political prisoners, against their families and
friends, who have to do long journeys and risk their
lives constantly to visit them, although, at best, the
visits last two hours. In short, it is blackmail against all
the social and political movement, the movement of
the Basque pro-independence left-wing.

Nowadays, most of the more than 750 Basque priso-
ners are scattered in a lot of prisons all around France
and Spain. A minority are imprisoned in the Basque
Country, but normally for a short stay. They are black-
mailed and asked to collaborate. When they refuse to
do so, they are sent to distant prisons. The average dis-
tance between the prisons where Basque political pri-
soners are and their hometown is 600 kilometres.
Only 1% of Basque political prisoners are imprisoned in
Basque prisons.

This prison policy has killed 21 Basque political priso-
ners. The reasons for these harsh and sad deaths are
some illnesses that are practically eradicated in the
West, such as tuberculosis, evident lack of medical
care or suicides for the extreme life conditions. Apart
from that, other 16 people have died when they were
travelling to visit a prisoner. Moreover, families and
friends have to travel at nights due to the visiting
hours.

Basque revolutionary prisoners, struggle
and dignity against permanent blackmail



Dispersion puts thousands of people on a constant the
death row, as well as being a drain on their finances.
The average cost per prisoner and per month is around
2,000 euros. Journeys, hotels, allowances, prisoners'
needs, etc; in total, dispersion costs around 17 million
euros annually.

Prisons are a focus of infections and illnesses. Old faci-
lities, lack of medical care and, in short, the oppressive
policy against Basque political prisoners is of little
help. Every day prisoners have to face solitary confine-
ment (they are locked up in their cells and do not have
contact with anyone for 22 hours), loneliness (without
contact with other prisoners), they are hit, threatened,
blackmailed, communication is constantly violated and
they are arbitrarily transferred from one prison to ano-
ther.

Frisking and humiliation attempts

Moreover, in the last weeks, the prison policy has beco-
me worse. Now, prisoners' relatives have to undergo
frisking to access to conjugal visits or face-to-face
visits, which are the only situations where prisoners
have physical contact with their social and emotional
environment. In some cases, they are even forced to
undress completely. This is blackmail, because priso-
ners' relatives and friends accept to pass through elec-
tronic gadgets, such as arches, to avoid being searched,
touched and humiliated. As a consequence, hundreds
of visits have being cancelled.

These measures have been taken in 2009, a year full of
acts against Basque political prisoners, their relatives
and friends. The year started with news about several
transferrals and false news about the reinforcement of
the regret policy. Afterwards, there was a witch hunt
against the photographs of Basque revolutionary pri-
soners shown at public places in towns and cities all
around the Basque Country. This measure caused poli-
ce attacks, fines and citations to state at the Spanish
National Court. After summer, they threatened to
make Etxerat, the Association of relatives and friends
of Basque political prisoners, illegal. In autumn, they
introduced the measure to frisk and humiliate priso-
ners' relatives and in the beginning of 2010, they pro-
hibited the traditional demonstration organized by the
pro-independence left-wing in Bilbao in favour of the

rights of Basque political prisoners. Fortunately, lots of
representatives of Basque parties decided to take a
step forward and called a new demonstration.

On the other hand, the situation in Spanish and French
prisons is dramatic. For example, Igor González, priso-
ner from Bilbao, tried to commit suicide and Juan José
Rego Vidal, a 71 year-old prisoner who is seriously ill,
suffered a heart attack. In total, six Basque political pri-
soners are seriously ill, but they are not released.
Others are in open prison regime. They are at home,
but they are subjected to strong control. And more
than a hundred prisoners have physical or psychologi-
cal problems.

We also have to consider the situation of imprisoned
women. Sometimes they suffer double isolation,
because their maternity rights are restricted and their
life conditions are anything but desirable.

Life imprisonment and a new phase of struggle

To make things worse, more than 50 prisoners had been
imposed life imprisonment de facto. A new doctrine crea-
ted by the Spanish Supreme Court has removed redemp-
tion, so prisoners are imposed more years of penalty, after
they serve the sentences imposed according to the Penal
Code used to judge them. So it is a policy of absolute
revenge; of revenge and no mercy. José Mari Sagardui
Moja, Gatza, born in Amorebieta (Biscay) was imprisoned
in 1980 and he is the person who has served the most
time in Europe. He has been imprisoned for almost 30
years. Like him, Jon Agirre Agiriano, from Arrasate
(Gipuzkoa), has been imprisoned for 29 years and is
seriously ill. And it is now 28 years that Jon Bilbao Moro,
born in Erandio (Biscay), was imprisoned. They were all
arrested, tortured for 10 days and judged with an old
penal code, so they continue imprisoned like political hos-
tages.

The Group of Basque political prisoners face up to that
situation firmly and with dignity. They are dispersed, they
can not communicate freely and have the hardest living
conditions. However, the know how to answer to the
attacks of the Spanish and French States and they have
started a new struggle, including shut-ins and hunger
strikes. 
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Leire Nalda 
(member of the education department of LAB –LAB irakaskunt-
za– and brigadier in Bolivia)

Last 6th December, general elections were held in Bolivia.

The electoral results showed wide support to Evo

Morales's Government and to his party, MAS. It achieved

more than 64% of votes and the two-third majority in the

two legislative chambers. Although the victory had been

foreseen, the wide support and participation were surpri-

sing. More than 90% of voters took part in the elections.

The number was memorable. In the so-called strong

democracies, the poor participation shows citizens do not

trust elections.

After knowing his victory, Evo spoke to the Bolivian people

and thanked their support. He also took on his responsi-

bility and said it was time to accelerate the change pro-

cess. Having achieved two thirds of the total representa-

tives in the Asamblea Legislativa Plurinacional (National

Congress), MAS can introduce the Political Constitution

without the obstacles of the opposition. Because in the

first term of office, the opposition boycotted that process

and it restrained laws, such as the one on anti-corruption

or the universal health insurance. Evo Morales also talked

to the opposition and he committed to talk and work

with them in favour of Bolivia.

In January 2006, when the government started its func-

tions, there was a 5,000 million-dollar deficit and exports

A firm commitment and new challenges in the bolivian
change process, 

towards a multicultural, sovereign and
anti-imperialist state
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hardly reached 1,600 million dollars. Nowadays, the deficit

has decreased to 2,000 millions and exports exceed

6,000 million dollars. In the middle of the world recession

and despite the boycott carried out particularly by the

Bush administration, economy has grown by an average

of 5,2%, which is the highest figure in the southern hemis-

phere.

Evo announced that he needed four years to transform

the ruined country and to start applying substantial

changes. Thus, he would balance the national economy,

transform the production network (by nationalizing oil

companies or ENTEL, the new law on land and roads),

benefit the poorest people (vouchers to support educa-

tion, reduce the mortality rate of mothers and children

and people over 60 years old) and eradicate illiteracy.

Although Bolivia is one of the three poorest countries of

South America, it gave free health care for people who

had never received it. 

As for the labour area, Evo's Government adopted the phi-

losophy known as “good living” that highlights the need

for decent work. It also backed public management, trans-

parency and the right to full employment. In the first four-

year term of office, public investment increased by 4% and

minimum wage rose by 30%. During those four years,

Evo's Government created policies to promote employ-

ment (through the Mi primer empleo digno -My first

decent job- programme to train thousands of young peo-

ple and promote job placement), to reinforce small com-

panies and to create micro companies, and thus, decent

jobs, under solidarity, equity and reciprocity principles. At

the same time, it has promoted a unique company

registry, to guarantee the protection of workers. It has also

promoted cooperativism in the training area, as well as in

the legal and fiscal areas.

The restitution of fundamental rights also has to be poin-

ted out. These rights promote gender equity, eradicate

child labour. Besides, they have started applying the new

work security and health law.

All those measures brought a series of advances to the

management of natural and economic resources and they

changed the way in which the Andean culture understo-

od work. While in capitalist countries the dependency for

transnational companies has increased, Bolivia has reco-

vered the possession of gas and oil industry. So for the

first time, profits go to Bolivians. 

On the other hand, in the capitalist model, job exploita-

tion and insecurity continue increasing and the rights of

the working class continue decreasing, while in Bolivia,

work is seen as the factor that has changed society and

State. Under the premise that work has to be decent

above all, the objectives are wage, job and environmental

equity. Individual and collective growth and development

are assessed. The real commitment in the change process

is to manage resources and labour in favour of people and

the Bolivian society. The change is not addressed at the

Government or the party, but at the people, so that the

change is unstoppable.

On 6th December, the Bolivian people showed that they

wanted to continue with the change process and they

gave Evo Morales's Government the best conditions to

carry it out. Now, it is the time to start working for the

multicultural state, so that it is present in every people

and culture, to change the production relation and to

reinforce integration projects, such as ALBA in Latin

America.

Bolivia has to face up to enormous challenges and res-

ponsibility, and those challenges and responsibilities not

only involve Bolivia, but also Latin America and the world.

As Evo Morales said, "The victory in Bolivia does not

belong only to the Bolivians. This victory is, essentially, a

fair acknowledgement, a dedication to presidents, govern-

ments, anti-imperialist peoples”. Latin-Americans conti-

nue demonstrating that there is an alternative to capita-

lism and they are setting an example showing socialism is

not a simple illusion anymore.
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Cyprus stands at the cross roads of Africa, Asia and
Europe.  Throughout its history, has suffered many con-
querors due to its geo-strategic importance.  In 1571 the
Ottoman Empire conquered  Cyprus until 1878 when it
was put under British colonial rule.

Britain applied the policy of “divide and conquer” in order
to safeguard their geopolitical and geostrategic  interests.

In 1926, the Communist Party of Cyprus was founded,
struggling in illegality against exploitation and for the
liberation from the British colonialism through a broad
united front of anti-colonial forces, including the Turkish
Cypriots.  AKEL, its successor, founded in 1941, continued
its struggle for freedom and liberation.

During the same period (1920-1930) serious effort to esta-
blish trade union organizations in Cyprus is observed. In
the decade 1930-1940 an arduous struggle is carried out
for the establishment and the recognition of the trade
unions.In November 1941, a Trade Union Conference took
place and a Pancyprian Trade Union Committee was elec-
ted. The Pancyprian Trade Union Committee leads the
trade union struggles of the workers of Cyprus until the
beginning of 1946, when it was declared illegal by the
British Colonial government on the accusation that it was
advancing anti-British propaganda. Its leaders were arres-
ted and sentenced to imprisonment of duration of one to
one and half years. In January 1946 the remaining Trade
Union leaders of PSE, in replacement of the unlawful PSE,
have established the Pancyprian Federation of Labour
(PEO). PEO continued the work of PSE, leading the Cyprus
trade union movement and becoming the inspirer of its
struggles.

The anti-colonial struggle intensifies, especially after the
Second World War.  The Right chooses armed struggle,
dividing the people, while AKEL promotes mass political
struggle, joint action and the establishment of a common

anti-imperialist front of Greek Cypriots and Turkish
Cypriots. The great class struggles of Greek and Turkish
Cypriot workers during the 1940s under the guidance of
PEO comprise the most characteristic example of the
unity of the Cyprus working class, away from national or
other differences.

Imperialism exploits   the situation and with help of the
governments of Greece and Turkey, manages to impose
on Cyprus a solution serving its own interests.

On the 16th of August 1960, a constitution was drafted
and   Cyprus was proclaimed an independent Republic.

The constitution divided the two communities on the
basis of ethnic origin.  The President had to be a Greek –
Cypriot elected by the Greek – Cypriots and the Vice –
President a Turkish – Cypriot elected by the Turkish –
Cypriots.

Also it was signed a Treaty of Guarantee between Cyprus,
on the one hand, and Greece, Britain and Turkey on the
other. 

Under this Treaty, Greece, Britain and Turkey were given
the right of joint or even unilateral action for the purpose
of reestablishing the state of affairs created by the Treaty.

AKEL, whilst adhering to its opposition in relation to the
agreements, did not however insist on a negative stand.
Archbishop Makarios was elected president of the
Republic of Cyprus and Fazil  Kutchuk Vice – President.

American, NATO imperialism objected to the non – alig-
ned policy followed by Makarios and was preparing plans
to put Cyprus under its control and transform the island
into an advanced military guard post of NATO in the
region.

THE CYPRUS
problem
Pieris Pieri (Secretario de Relaciones Internacionales de PEO)
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On December 1963, inter – commu-
nal violence broke – out between
the Greek and Turkish-Cypriots with
many victims on both sides.  The
clashes would continue throughout
1964 and the British exploit the
opportunity to appear as “Peace -
Keepers” .  They braw the so-called
“green line”  in Nicosia which parti-
tions the capital of Cyprus. 

The inter-communal clashes gave
the opportunity to the British,
Americans and NATO to intervene.
They proposed various plans to
solve the Cyprus problem, all of
which abolish the Republic of
Cyprus and partition of the island.

President Makarios with the sup-
port of the people and especially
with the backing of AKEL, repulses
the NATO conspiracies. 

On 15 July 1974, a coup d’ etat, engi-
neered by the Greek military junta,
which aimed at assassinating
President Makarios, became the
catalyst that the Turkish
Government was waiting for. With
this as a backdrop, on 20 July 1974,
Turkey invaded and claimed the
right under the 1960 treaty of
Guarantee to protect, as they
argued, the Turkish-Cypriot minority.    

In violation of the United Nations
Charter and international law,
Turkey invaded and continues to
occupy over 1/3 of the Republic of
Cyprus, as democratic and interna-
tionally recognized sovereign state.
After the tragedy of 1974 a totally
new situation was created.  In order
to put an end to the occupation and
to tackle the danger of a final parti-
tion of Cyprus, Makarios accepted
the solution of federation.

In the 35 years that have passed,
many resolutions of the UN have
been adopted regarding the Cyprus

problem but all attempts have fai-
led because Turkey disregards and
scorns the resolutions of the UN
and insists on keeping Cyprus under
its occupation.  The election of
Dimitris Christofias, at the time
General Secretary of AKEL, in
February 2008, has rejuvenated the
hope for a speedy solution of the
Cyprus problem.

The goal is to find a solution that
will provide for a bizonal, bi-com-
munal federation.  Republic of
Cyprus with one single sovereignty
and international personality and
one single citizenship, based on UN
resolutions on Cyprus.  The solution
should be compatible with
International and EU Law and
human rights conventions.

The role of PEO

In Cyprus, the class – based trade
union of movement of PEO stood as
the militant force which organised
the working class in the common
struggle of Greek Cypriots and
Turkish Cypriots for the assertion of
their interests.  Together with AKEL
and the rest of the peoples move-
ment they achieved tremendous
gains for the working people.   The
great class struggle of 1948 as well
as others before and after, was
waged together and in brotherhood
by Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot
workers, thus forming the friends-
hip and cooperation of the two
communities.

PEO, after the invasion of Turkey in
1974, systematically works and
develops  joint action with the
Turkish Cypriot progressive forces
and trade unions for the develop-
ment of the required dynamic
among Cypriot working people.
Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots
to achieve a solution.
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WE HAVE
BEEN, 
WE HAVE
DONE…
During the last months of
2008, LAB has carried out
several initiatives on an
international level; here is a
summary of the main activi-
ties carried out by our
union:

2008- April:
Between the 16th and the 18th, we
had the visit of two union members
from the UGTG in Guadeloupe and
the UGTM in Martinique. Among
other things, they gave two spee-
ches in Bayonne and Pamplona, and
they told us about the indefinite
strikes that lasted several weeks in
both islands in early 2009.

- May:
- LAB, invited by Cuba's CTC partici-
pated in the events of the 1st of
May, and in several talks in the
island, on the occasion of the 50th
anniversary of the revolution, and
the 70th anniversary of its founda-
tion.
- Txente Rekondo, member of LAB's
International Work Group and
representative of education, partici-
pated in a seminary organised by
FSM about the crisis in Belarus. He
also took part in the 1st of May
organised by the Belarus Federation
of Trade Unions (BFTU), the main
union in the country.
- We received the support of several
unions in an international level on
the occasion of the 21st May strike
that took place in the south part of
the Basque Country. That was reflec-
ted on the support that twelve
unions of the Spanish State gave us
at the press conference celebrated
last 15th May in San Sebastian.
- On 14th and 15th May, Gaizka
Uharte, member of the National
Committee, gave two speeches in
Barcelona, where he explained the
demands of the 21st general strike.
- On the same day, Zaloa Ibeas and
Miren Konde, members of the
Women Department, participated
in a meeting to prepare the
Conference of European Syndicalist
Women, organised by CUT and FSM
in Cangas (Galiza).
- The 27th May, LAB and ELA, toge-
ther with Catalonian CSC and COS,

among others, participated in a con-
ference at the Euskal Etxea in
Barcelona, explaining the reason for
the strike of the 21st.

- June:
- The 2nd June and within the fra-
mework of the European election
organised by the International
department and Ipar Hegoa,
Galician professor Carlos Taibo gave
a speech in Bilbao. He criticised the
current model of the European
Union, from the political and social
point of view.
- Between the 9th and the 17th, we
analysed our relationship with
Swiss unions Unia and SIT. We gave
lectures in Bern, Zurich and Brig.
- On the 13th, we participated in the
meeting organised by the European
Office of the FSM (Eurof) in Geneva.
- During the 20th and the 21st, LAB
participated in the 5th Conference
of the CIG. Sonia González,
Secretary of Communications, and
Igor Urrutikoetxea, Secretary of the
International Area, participated in
the conference.
- Between the 28th and the 30th,
The World Conference on Public
Services of the FSM took place in
Brasilia (Brazil). Our Secretary of the
Public Service Federation, Arantzi
Sarasola, spoke as a LAB representa-
tive.

- July:
- On the 8th, the Promoting Group
of the Platform of Unions of
Countries without State met in
Paris. Among other things, they
decided to call a plenary session of
the Platform, in February 2010, at
the Aosta valley (Italy).

- August:
- LAB participated in a Conference in
Corsica, together with unions from
other nations of France.
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2009

- September:
- On the 8th, we met 20 German
syndicalists that came to Euskal
Herria. We explained our objectives
and the activity carried out by LAB,
as well as the social, economic and
political situation of Euskal Herria.
Our German colleagues also explai-
ned to us the situation in their
country.
- During the 18th and the 19th, Igor
Urrutikoetxea, Secretary of
International Relations, participated
in the plenary session of the FSM
European Office that took place in
Athens.
- Between the 22nd and the 24th,
together with 60 trade unions of
America and another 6 European
unions as guests, LAB participated in
the «2nd Our America» encounter in
Sao Paulo.
- During the 25th and the 26th, we
participated in the 2nd conference
of Brazilian union CTB in Sao Paulo.

- October:
- During the first week of October,
invited by PIT-CNT, an Uruguayan
union (400,000 members), the
Secretary of International Relations
visited Uruguay, in order to deepen
the relations between both trade
unions.
- From the 4th to the 9th, we were
in Buenos Aires, invited by
Argentinean union CTA (1.3 million
members).
- On the 5th and the 6th, Igor
Arroyo, Secretary of the Iruñerria
region and member of the National
Committee, participated in the lec-
ture about the crisis, organised by
the Brussels FSM.
- On the 16th and the 17th, Diego
González Moyano, a LAB lawyer, par-
ticipated in Paris in a conference of
European labour lawyers.
- Also, during the 16th and the 17th,
Fernando Cardozo, member of the
International Office of the
Argentinean CTA, was in Euskal

Herria.
- In order to support the national
demonstration that took place last
17th October in San Sebastian, and
in order to report the arrest of Rafa
Díez, more than 70 unions and orga-
nisations from all over the world
sent solidarity messages to LAB.
- On the 24th, Leire Nadal, member
of the sectorial Education office,
participated as a LAB representative
at the CIG Education Conference.
- During the last week of October,
several members of the Speg union
from Guadeloupe came to Euskal
Herria invited by LAB, in order to
know more about the ikastola
movement (schools that teach
Basque language), as they plan to
promote a similar initiative in
Guadeloupe to secure the learning
of the Creole language.
- On the 29th and the 30th, there
were three members of the French
Graphic Arts CGT, who held sectorial
meetings. They came to San
Sebastian and Bayonne.
and Bayonne.

- November:
- On the 5th and the 6th, Ainhoa
Etxaide, secretary general, and Zaloa
Ibeas, secretary of the women area,
participated in the Conference of
European Syndicalist Women, orga-
nised by the FSM.
- During the first week of November,
LAB invited Hasan Bargouthi, mana-
ger of the DWRC and member of
the Federation of Independent
Unions of Palestine, to participate in
the Internationalist Conference
organised by Askapena. He gave
various lectures in Bilbao, Vitoria-
Gasteiz and Durango, and participa-
ted in the Internationalist Day orga-
nised in Alsasua, on 7th November.
During all his speeches, he highligh-
ted the importance of the boycott
to Israel for the Palestinian people.
- On the 6th, Jonan Altube, member
of the National Committee, partici-

pated in an event in Madrid, organi-
sed by 20 unions and organisations,
in solidarity with LAB.
- Between the 10th and the 13th,
Leonardo Batalla, member of the
Uruguayan PIT-CNT International
Office, met the LAB banking mem-
bers and had meetings on a confe-
derate area.
- On the 14th, Joseba Izaga, member
of the International Work Group and
administration representative, parti-
cipated in a conference in Madrid
where he talked about the union
situation in Euskal Herria.
- On the 21st, Jon Otegi, Secretary
General of LAB's administration, par-
ticipated in the Administration
Conference of the CIG.
- The 28th, LAB participated in the
Conference of the CUT Galician
union, celebrated in Cangas.

- December:
- During the first week of December,
there was a meeting in the LAB
headquarters in Gernika, with Irish
syndicalists. We told them about
LAB's activities and objectives, and
the social, economic and political
situation.
- From the 14th to the 17th, Igor
Urrutikoetxea, Secretary of
International Relations, was in Rome
and Milan, in order to consolidate
the relationship with the Italian gre-
atest unions (RdB, CUB, Cobas, SDL
and the current Rette 28 Aprile of
the CGIL). He also gave two lectures
on the union, social and economic
situation of Euskal Herria.
- During the 18th and 19th, LAB par-
ticipated in the SAVT congress of
the Aosta Valley.

- January:
- On 19th January, the European
Office Secretariat (Eurof) met in
Rome.


